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THE CHOICE FOR GOD

(A sermon preached in the College Chapel)

Thy people shall be my people and thy
God shall be my God. Ruth 1. 16—17I8.

CWilt thow not from this time, say unto
me ‘My Father, Thou art the guide of
my youth ' Jer. 111, 4.

he work of reconciling men and
women to God by bringing home

to their minds the fact of God’s love, as
illustrated by His willingness to forgive
sin, His readiness to cancel the past
however unworthy or ungrateful, His
preparedness to help in overcoming the
power of sin and thus perfect humanity—
this is the work which we Christians
believe we bave been commissioned by
God to perform. We discharge this duty
most effectively not so much by what we
suy or write as by resolntely following the
light of God’s guidance in daily life. If
the discords of our being have been
healed, il we have peace with God and
therefore peace with men, it is inevitable
that there will stream from our lives a
quist and steady influence which makes
for peace and joy. What is the nature
of the influence which contact between
God’s professed followers and the men
and women who move closely with them
has on each other? Are those who claim
to follow God lifting up the people who
come within the range of their influence
to @ loftier and wove satisfying religious

experience or are they being dragged
down by the latter to lower levels?’

In the delightful Hebrew story of Ruth
which Goethe claims to be the loveliest
little idyll that has been transmitted to
us, the Moabite woman, far from drag-
ging down her husband and his people
to the degrading praetices of heathenism,
had been exalted in spirit by the nobler
effects of the Jewish religion. She is
herself ennobled in heart and mind. Long
years spent in a godly home had resulted
in the assimilation by her of that serene
trust in God which kept her widowed
mother-in-law calm and unruffled in difii-
cult days. The calamities she had to
bear do not scem to have abated her trust
in God. Ruth catches from her mother-
in law the glowof a hope which rarely
comes to the worldly-minded. Whatever
her previous religious outlook, contact
with this godly family has opened to her
4 new vista of peace and joy. She is pre-
pared to identify herself with her hus-
band’s people. ‘ Your people shall be
my people ; your God shall be my God.’

‘What is our influence on friends and
relations who do not share the Christian
point of view ?  Is the world too much
with us, and ure we being dragged down
by the glamcur of the world and led to
forget God? Orare we by the reality of




our religious expericnee helping our kins-
men and friends to throw in their lot
completely with God ? It was an irrevo-
cable step that Ruth took. Tt is not a
youthful bride happy to forget the pangs
of separation from the home of her early
years buoyed up by rosv dreams of do-
mestic felicity but 1 mellowed widow
with nothing promising to look forward
to about the future that mykes

cision. She leaves the land n w
was born, she cuts he
off from tke religious cirele to which ghe
originally belonged.  She is sustained in
this parting by the confident, hope that
the God wh.om her husband's people haqd
been worshi PPing was worthy
command her allegiance an
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in later days dvew back from God owing
ta the influence of the ladieg of his houso-
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God. He worshipped other gods, and
there was a steady decline in his spiritual
life. Theevil persisted us monarch after
monarch came to power in lIsreal and
Judab. Loyalty ta God often gnve place
to the worship of Baal. Similar things
have bappened in the Christian Charch.
How often luve the children of godly
parents, by close intimacy  with worldly-
minded people, lost ) touch with Gaod
and degenerated into mere worldlings !
Yet it conld Lave been  the other Wiy
round.  Power ang influence which come
to the children of religions peopla could
very well have bean utilised for doing
thmg'r,s which are yo pleasing to God
and in conforiity with Fis purpose.
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in the world there is necd, spiritual and
waterinl. The only men and women who
conld be expected cffectively to accept
the challenge of the world and mect its
difficulties are powerless, heavily bandi-
capped by their want of faith. Culled
upon to meet the world’s need, the pro-
fessed followers of Christ have repeatedly
futled and  thus greatly added to the
world’s distress and Christ's anguish. I
is a sad story.

Yet there have been inany who have
trodden the narrow path of duty and sell-
deninl, helped theretor by the bountiful
spirit of God. To-day when the Christian
veligion is descredited and disowned in
many parts of Europe, it may seem pre-
posterous to speak of the great religious
awakening experienced by the great
Apostle who did much fto Chris.tinn.izo
Europe and his abiding contribution
to the spivitual life of the world. Yet
there is sufficient historic evidence to
show that he was used by God in a
wonderful way when once he had become
convicted of sin. When his eyes w?re
opened up to the enormity of h.is pride
and prejudice, when he faced issues to
the very root he became anew man able
to impart true spivitual gnidance to souls
thirsting for reconciliation with Gad.

In this generation, are we who have
the benefit of the accumulated religious
experience of centuries in a position fo
show in our lives the transforming power
of the crucified and risen Lord ? Paul
exhorted the Churches of Asia to be
strong in the Lovd and in the strength of
his might. The Christian was to find
strength in Christ for all the conflicts of

life. To Paul these were not empty,
meaningless and formal words. He had
been spiritually transformed. He had
realised that in Christ there was u reser-
voir of spiritual power available for all
who are resolute in their  determination
to fight the good fight, to wage resolute
Wi agiinst sin, putting on the whole pa-
noply of God for coming out succesful in
the spivitual warfare.

If zuch things have been possible in
the past, they should be possible in our
own day too. In fact the life of every
Christian rightly called by that name
ought to be a summons to ull who would
learn of Christ to let themselves to be
acted on by Christ. Genuine spiritual
experience on the part of those who are
liberated from the taint and power of sin
and have learned to trust God eannot but
be contagious. [t must catch on. What
is wrong with the world to-day ? If we
examine the cause of the world's ills, it
will be obvious, says one writer, that the
root cause of the world’s troubles lies in
selfishness, s lf-secking and fear. “It may
be the selfishness of individuals, of partics,
of nations. 1f we Chuistians dared to
relense our Gospel for the service of the
world, if we dared to take Jesus Christ
seriously and at his word, we could weave
a new world, But we count the cost and
are afraid. We dare not overturn our-
selves, and we do not even support those
who have the courage.  We admire them,
call them unpractical idealists, and leave
them with their hearts well-nigh  broken
to struggle alone.”

The secularism of the present time
should not make us impervions to the



spiritual appeal (the only appeal that will
meet the needs of our souls) any more
than Israel’s acceptance of heathen idola-
trous practices deterred Jeremiah from
appealing to the youth of his country to
return to God. Jeremiah, aware that
Israel hod seceded far from God madea
passionate appeal to Hebrew youths,
**Wilt thou not from this time say unto
me, My Father, thon art the guide of
Iy youth?” We shall be sadly failing in
realising our highest spiritual possibili-
ties if we do not listen to the appeal to
apostate Israel 50 passionately 1:ade by
Jereminh. Many of you have come to
this place with high hopes for the future.
You wish your lives to be bright and full
of iqy. Isthere any root of bitterness
within you which is driving you on to
ruin ? It is not too lute to repent. Con-
flicts with sin there wil| always be. But
unless victory is secured in this conflict,
you will never be of much use to your-
sal\fes or society. Worldly success is o\
small maiter. But to realise the highest
possibilities of your spirit by nssociating
yourselves with the good and true ig 5
grave responsibility, Yon haye {4 make g
choice.You cannot serve tyo g
cannot wake the best of bl 4
There is & power availalle
Christ which cun save ug and
the path of truth ang holiness,
ennoble ns gnd Purify ws ang make ug
worthy servants of His. God tells q
day, ‘Youn know better thap i
implies.  You know it {5 o conduct
wrong o dally

skers. Yo
e woilds.
to ug jp
keep us in
He can

with sin and remain in the fellowship of
sinners.  You know [ only have a claim
on your allagience. Have you not gone
astray from me? Have you not sought
pleasure in other worship? Do you not
realise your mistake in the scantiness
and bitterness of your wages?  Will you
not leave the unsatisfying comradeship of
evil and come buck again to Me?' If we
do this, we shall be able to help non-
Christians to see that it is worthwhile
for them to be able to say to us, “Your
people shall  be my people. Your God
shall be my God” And all shall cry
alond to God whole-heartedly, My
Father, thou art the guide of my youh.'

When we come into contact with non-
Christian people, let usin all
realise that to us has be
glorious possibilities of virt
dependence op God,
example we may encoy

humilivy
en bequeatheq
nous Iiving in
50 that by our
tage non-Chyjsg.
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EDITORIAL

o placing this number of the College
Magazine before our readers, we ex-
tend a warm welcome to our new student
readers who are not only new to this
College, but also form the first batch of a
new University. To outward seeming,
the College is functioning as of old except
that students from Malabar and Cochin
who by their presence guve a “cosmopo-
litan character to our institution are no
longer to be songht mmong  the new ad-
missions. We trust, however, that as the
new University develops and pays increas-
ing attention fo the cultural heritage of
Kerala, opportunities may arise for other
units of the Malayalam area now outside
the purview of the University to co-oper-
ate with the University already incorpo-
rated in Travancore. In this connection
we feel greatly encouraged by the argu-
ments advanced by the Prime Minister of
Madras for introducing Temple entry le-
gislation for Malabar. The fack that the
Travancore Proclamation should have
suggested the proposed b[nla.bar'legis]m-
tion will make it clear to discerning ob-
servers that there is an underlying cul-
tural, social and religious unity binding
together the Malayalam aren which no
constructive reformer can afford to ignore.
In fact there ave those who dream that
with due vegard for the sanctity of vested
interests it might be possible to bring
about such mutual arrangements between
the present political units of Kerala as to
make them stand together in all matters,
linguistic, cultural, social, economic and
even religious. This certainly does not

mean anything like the revival of the
three-hundred princedoms which existed
on our coast in the sixteenth century.
But we do hope that even under existing
conditions there are aspects of the Pan-

Kerala movement which are eminently
practical.

e e

It is usual to warn students of the dis-
astrous effects of over-work, but it is some-
times useful to remind our readers of the
illuminating remark of Dr, Stanley Jones
that most people do not break down from
over-work but under-being. Unless we
have learned to veach the true poise in all
our estimates of ourselves and our activi-
ties, it often happens that being * at civil
war with ourselves, we have no vitality
or resources leff to prosecute a foreign
war against life and its evils,” We ar-
dently hope that the many opportunities
which are available in this place for keep-
ing bodies and minds in tone will be
availed of by our students. If they do so,
they will realise life has bigger attractions

than the sordid pleasure of creating pan-
demonium by an excessive display of
youthful vitality.

3

We noticed with some interest a move
among students during the last term for
savtorial simplicity. Youthful enthu-
siasm is frequently shortlived. We shall
be glad if the present tendency to revolt
against the rather arbitrary demands of
western costume will have an enduring
effect on the protagonists of the new
change. If that be so, the task of squa-




ring family budgets may become simpler
for parents and guardians.
-4 L £

The Dispensary building of the Alwaye
Rural Medical Mission which was dedi-
cated for use on Wednesday the 31st
August forms a welcome adornment to
the barren rockside near the College,
Along with the Settlement, the Rural Me-
dical Mission will afford ample opportuni-
ties to students in [uture years to practise
the gospel of social service which they
are s0 enthusiastically listening to in
these days. To wash the feet of the needy
sons and danghters of our country ought
no doubs to be the highest aim of those
Wwho have had such unique opportunities
of recognising the true valnes of lifa as

our students here. We convey our cor-
dial felicitations and good wishes to
Mrs. Crowley, Dr. Ross and other mem-
bers of the mission. Popular superstition
in a comparatively backward area like that
in which the College is situated is vather
hard to die. Inspite of all the facilities
afforded by medical science, one not in-
frequently comes across people of the lo-
cality being willing to spend all itheir re-
sources on exorcisis for ailments the cure
of which is amply provided for by modern
medicine. We pray that the Dispensary
may serve as an effective means of dis-
pelling much ignorance on the causes of
illness and of building up faith in the
ameliorative mission of Western medicine.

AN ELABORATE ARR;\NGEMENT.

“WWhat is it you want me to do in this
‘ matter 2" T asked Ranganathan,
" What can you go 9 He aske.

‘ "‘Well. of courge,” 1 said, “ I know the
g1rlafather" Tean make him approach
yo?‘r fuather, if, that ig o1 you wang.”

Ye:ss‘ That will manage it.' B
there i ope difficulty,” he said S
: ‘What difficulty p » 1 naked:
: The difficulty of dowry,” he replied
My father wil} demand g ypye 2y
What about {ha girl's fagheyy's i
“ Well, from wha I know of him, 1
l‘e_.el sure that you wop's get myeh cut' {
him," T said. © He I8 4 very 11ght-ﬁst§d
man,  What we shonlg do is g fack]
vour pater." )
" Don’t talk rot, * he said. !

; 'Y,
as, if my father is the mogt, 0 speak

Open-hang ed

and liberal-minded soul aliva,
that there is no hope in that

He is quite determined on th
of my dowry,"

I tell you
direction,
e question

“ Then what are wetodo?" I asked.

“We must think,” he suid,

: Look here," T said, “are we not k-
g 600 much fop granted »

will Liai:tig ;’:u know the girl's futher
ve i i
You have neyey W s

never seen yoy e him and he has
that you are L ean of Course tell him
and just, the 1:|-‘:|m.}r cligible young man,
for, o give hi: ﬂegroo;n he was looking
b we are .'nb Mghter i marriage f0-
il su .
SOWe othey felloy iﬂlam.t'h;t he has not
5 in ‘l!
One ¢ap, bug by »

: he said, “Why

not you get into touch with the old
man? "

“Yes. But what about the young lady
herself 7 You know nothing about her,
How are youn sure that she will be a good
wife to yon 27" 1 asked.

* Don't talk rot.
your missus wonld be & good wife when
vou marvied her ? 7" he asked.

I saw the force of this argument.
What he said was true. Marringe is a
gamble. My father fixed a girl for e,
and I married her, The only difference
was that Ranganathan was trying to fix
He had secen herat a
distance, and was smitten with her
beauty. I did not think much of her my-
self, but that is neither here nor theve.
She had looked to me a rather grown-up
kid, and was not bad looking.

Ranganathan was the son of one
Mr. Rama Iyer of Erode, and we were
staying together in a lodging house in
Madras. He was studying for the degree
of Bachelor of Laws. The girl's father
was also in Madras, and I had some
sequaintance with him, His house was
close to our previous lodging house and
that was how Ranganathan had seen the
girl.

The upshot of our confabulations was
that it was decided that I should get into
touch with Mr. Sankara Iyer, the girl's
father. T knew him prefty well, and that
he was on the look-out for a bridegroom
for his daughter, ButI also knew that
he wanted a cheap bargain, which Ran-
ganathan was not likely to be.

Were you sure that

one for himself,

A week later, I was able to report my
progress tomy friend. The girl's father

i

had been greatly impressed by my deserip-
tion of Ranganathan. 1 had told him a
nuwnber of lies, that he was My. Srinivasa
Iyengar and Sir Alladi Krishnaswami
Iyer rolled into one, and that when he set
up practice, his income was likely to run
into lakhs.  Of course, I had led to the
conversation casually, and I do not think
I betrayed my friend. The rvesuli of our
conversation was that after a few days
My, Sankara Iyer paid usa visit, and had
a look ab his prospective con-in-law. I
am afraid however, that he was not very
greatly impressed. Ranganathan, vou see,
is a fellow with a heart of gold, but is not
much for o beauty show., Nobody, ex-
cept his mother, who is no more, wonld
have thought my friend good-looking, He
was o sbrange confrast to his father, who
wasas fine-looking & man as ever you
could wish to see. But if Mr. Sankara
Tyer was not impressed by Ranganathan's
looks, he was by his prospects. Ranga-
nathan's father was rich, and he intended
to set up his son in Madras. He was a
good catch far a father-in-law, and the old
man was anxious to settle his daughter
m a good faumily,

Later on, he confided to me his diffi-
culty. *“ You sce Doraswamy,” he said,
“ the difficulty is this. Your friend isa
very fine young man. But his father, you
know, may expect a good sum for his
dowry, which I might not be able to pay.
Doyou know what he would expect ? "

I had a previous talk with Ranganathan
on the subject, and I knew what his fa-
ther's views were. So I said, Well, 1
am nof sure. But 1 should suppose that
it would not be less than Rs, 5000.”



“5000/-! Do you mean excluding
jewels 2" he asked.

“ No,” I replied," including jewels. 1t
is not too much to ask for a young man of
Ranganathan's status and prospects.”

“Well, I don't know,” he said,* that

may be so. But you see, my means aye

limited. I shall find it difficult even to
make up Rs. 2000/-.'

I pointed out to him that it would be o
mistake to be penny-wise and pound-
foolish in the choice of a husband for one's
daughter. Money we can have again, hut
a daughter, well, a daughter is o daughter,
when you come to think of it, Byt he
was not very much impressed, His
daughter, he seemed to think, woulg ma-
nage very well with a cheaper hushang.
Besides, he had so many. At last he gajq
that he might be able to pay Rs. 3000/-
—with great difficulty, that is.

T came back to my friend. When he
heard my story he pulled a very long face
It is no use;” he said," to a.pproa:h m_‘,:
father if 3000/~ is the amount

1 1O Use at
all. - He would not agree to anything lags
than 5000/~ What are we 4o do?" g
asked. . §

“T don't know,” T said," the olg man
is obdurate, He sgig he conld not pay 4
pie more, Why not think of some ogﬂet
girl, with a richer gp less tight-fisteq f,
ther ? " I suggested, i

Ranganathan wag shocked
His heart was given ¢, t
said.

at my ]evity,
his girl, pe

I assured him that the girl

wouldp'
mind even if his heart wag ohet

given elge.
§ a8 yet un.
But he wﬂu[dn't

where, in so far agghe W
conscions of the gift,

Jarge o oy, Besi

hear of such a transfer. We again came
back to the point at issue.

“ There is only one way,” he said. *“We
must find the extra two thousand rupees,
and give it to this man, and he should
pay it to my father with his 3000/-."

“ What ? "' 1 asked, « pay the girl's fa-
ther the dowry he should pay for wou?
Is that the ideq 9 "

* Why not? " he asked,
that way, T get the girl T
body need know.
15 & small sum to
ness,”

I tried to shoy

“you see in
ant. And ne-
Two thousand rupees
pry for one's happi-

him that it was too
g i des, it was an unheard
Ot procedure, Whag would his father say.
if he hearq about i 9 '
.“ He need pnot heay."”
hfm right fop hig avarie
his greed fo, money whj
marrying eayljey »
There WS no yge
© Was beng
“In that ca “
gt like, : » - you may do
affaiy. A ny hand of the whole
Ry want to make an ass of

i J

He said, “Serve
e. You see it was
¢h prevented my

arguing with him.

B making g fool of himself.

he pleadeq, « you must
'E lurch, 1 cannot ma-
mng Without yoy, 7T cannotb go
an 1y
- Besidi:elf.}t would be dashed
Besideg what 9 » 1 asked
“ Besiq Y
to leng 1:3;;:. ¢ 10 money. You have
n
mast ou are your own
er, hug You know 1 am nog % My for
s = € half o dozen apoplexies,
o OF Rs. 9000/, o would
% it was for, 14 isnob

as il 1 wanted three rupees lor a new
fountain pen. Though God knows that
that is difficult enough,” he said.

* You mean to say, I must lend vou
two thousand rupees for this fool game,”
I asked.

“Yes. You know I will pay it back.
My father will give me a good round sum
to set we up in prackice next year, and [
can easily pny back your amount then.
Besides, there would be my own income.”

“Don't count your chickens before
they are hatched, my friend,” I said.
" \{’ho knows whether you would succeed
n your practice ? 7

“ But there would be the amount my
father would give. He is nobt a tight-
fisted wan, when it comes to investing
capital for good return. Besides, it is
easier to get money out of him, once T set
up,” he suid.

Well, of course, it was an imbecile idea,
but he talked me into it, and we concoc-
ted our plot.

“ Suppose your futher does nct demand
more than s, 3000/-" I asked.

“ Well then, of course, we need not
pay this amount to this gentleman. Bub
that contingency is remote. 1 know he
would not agree to anything less than
Rs. 5000/- for me,” he suid, not without
a touch of pride.

Yo the matter was settled. I was, if
necessary, to make o clean breast of the
matter to Mr. Sankara Iyer, and to tell
him that my friend was keen on this
marriage. 1 was also to make him L_mder-
stand that R’s. 2000/- would be forthco-

ming if Rangunathan's father demanded
Rs. 5000/-, Of conrse, I was to offer it at
first as a loan, and only if necessary
should T divulge the true state of Ranga-
nathan's heart to hin,

As tomy own money, I had no fears.
-lizmg:tmtt.lmn wits & very honest and reli-
able fellow, and was suve to pay me back.
Besides, he would be getting an allowance
every month from his father when he set
up practice, and could pay me in instal-
wents easily, even if the old man did not
give him a big s ab the start,

I met Sankara Iver o few days later,
and wade him understand that in case he
was unable to make up Rs. 5000/-, T was
willing to lend him Rs. 2000/- at a reason-
able interest. But he would not hear of it.
He said that he greatly appreciated my
kindness, but he did not care to incura
debt which he could not repay. After
much argumentation, I finally told him
that he need not repay the amount. He
opened his eyes rather wide at this, but
did not laugh, though I could see that
there was some merriment in his eves,
He gave me a slight wink, a wink of un-
derstanding. 1 felt a little uncomfortable.
He said finally that it was all vight. If
ever there was o man  whose lines had
fallen in agreeable places, it was Mr. San-
kara Iyer. :

His next move was to pay a visit to
Ranganathan's father at Brode, to make
a formal proposal. The details of this
visit he told me *afterwards. My, Ramg
Iyer at first said that 7000/- was the
amount he expected for his son, but
finally he came round to Rs. 5000/-,3000/-
in cash and 2000/ in jewels, Biverything



was quite satisfactory. I could see that
Sankara Iyer had been greatly impressed
by Ranganathan's house and property.

A few weeks later Rangunathan's fa-
ther paid us o vigit. He said that he had
come on some business, though his real
purpose was to see his future daughter-
in-law. But he never said a word about
this to his son. He was that kind of
man. Of this visit also the girl's fathey
informed me. Mr. Rama Iyer, he said,
was very pleased with the girl, and hag
agreed to the marringe taking place duri ng
the vacation. Ranganathan’s joy lnew
no bounds, and I could see that he wag
greatly pleased with me,

In the meanwhile, the girl's fathey
approached me for the money, 1 dig not
like to pay it off so early. Suppose, by
some mischance, the arriage did pot
come off. But I conld not tell him  thig,
He said that it wounld be groat help o
him if I gave now, so that he could make
the jewels immediafely. Ready eash, he
said, he had none ab the woment. The
3000/ rupees he was to pay in cash
would be available only a little later, hut
in 1I;he meanwhile, the jewels could neg
wait. 5o I gave him R, 2000/- laking
4 receipt from him and g Promissory pote
from Ranganathan, ] :

- * * -

Ranganathan went home g
College closed, and T wyg eve
pecting a letter from him,
of the date of the Mmarriage

s0on as the
y' day ex-
'lnforming e
1 46 which |

was to be an honoured guest. At last it
came.

Erode,

11-5-"36.

My dear Doraswa miy,

) We have been done, very badly done.
The old ruscal has taken our money, and
Played usa devilish trick. What can 1
do? T am g most unhappy ecreature.
Whn.t. he told us was a)] false. M
did see the girl, ang

8¢, but it was not for me, My father is

89mg to marry her himself, Ay this time
of age ! lnagine ghe disgrace ! Heis fifty
;’eus old, ﬂ.?‘ld has been gen years a wi-
h?:-l;er‘ .I‘t '8 simply disgusting to see his

o SPrls. He falked 1o me of my

coming mother i
ought o be, [ -4 how happy 1

v lather
did agree toa mauri-

cash.

It is your
he ragcal

took from
an you ge
e,

t the money back
ele.

Yowrs afy.,
R. Raveawarman.

]Ji“ule oy
e e
paid Rg, 3000 -lemmna bo tell. I have

and Ranganathan still

. faileq int -
So 1 SUPPOSe 1 hyy, i wl;?tB‘ L. exam.

K. Jacos.

._\“-—\__
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fools
Ve wer leve s
% sharper | ¢ to believe such |

it, but ag ill-luck would -

THE MURDER IN THE HOVEL

t was about
drizzle.

widnight. There was a
The darkness of the night
wis every now and  then dispelled
The wind was

The shrill ery
of the cricket and the distant howls of

jackals alone broke the awlul stillness

by a flash of lightning.
moaning among the trees,

of the night.

A lone traveller was 1, at this dead
hour of the night. Drenched to the skin
and shivering all over, I was hastily mak-
ing my way home, through a lonely road.
No house was to be seen—only bleak hills
rising against the sky in formidable array.
My heart throbbed with fear. 1 fixed my
eyes in front of me, looking neither left
nor right, lest I should face a ghost. 1 had
no torch ; the occasional lightning fnshes
guided my feet.

Suddenly, a loud groan arrested my
I stood still and listened. All
was still. I felt my blood curdling in my
veins. Again I listened. I thought, I
heard the clash of steel and a stifled cry.
Another cry followed and then a few
gasps. These sounds seemed to come
from the other side of the hill, at the foot
of which I was standing. I walked in
that direction cautiously. Soon, a faint
gleam emerging out of the roof of a mi-
serable hut ecanght my eyes. I hastened
towards it with a beating heart, It was
a ruined hovel ; a part of the roof had
crashed in, one of the mud walls had
partly fallen down and the rain fell inside
through the ill-thatched roof.
the very picture of dilapidation.

Prog 1ess,

It was

1

While I was thus surveying the ruin
before me, T was stactled by a wild cry:—
“Help! Help! They murder me!"
This ery was [followed by a prolonged
moan and then, a frantic struggle. A noise
of hasty footsteps and hurried whispers—
and silence !

It was not long before 1 concluded,
that mneder was afoot. But, 1T had not
in and catch the

I had one com-
fort, the murderers wonld not quit the
place at once ; for hardly another place
offered such secure concealment. T deter-
mined to run at once to the police-station,
which was not far away and fetech some
policemen to my aid.

the eournge to rush

murderers red-handed.

And when T returned with some police-
men, led by the Inspector, I still saw the
faint gleam coming out of the cottage
and also heard two men speakin a sub-
dued tone. T was glad that the murderers
were sfill there. Iight or nine men sur-
rounded the hut and the rest prepared to
break in. They had no difficulty in doing
so; for the screen of cocoanut leaves
easily gave way and the Inspector and the
men entered the hovel. At this juncture
n sudden Dblast of wind extinguished
the single light inside and all were left in
complete darkness. Several torches flashed
at once, and there stood revealed two
terrified voung lads.

“ Murderers ! " eried the Inspector,
* Do you surrender or resist ?

“ Good God! What is this?  they



exclaimed, being scared ont of their wits
by the sudden raid.

" 8ir!" spoke the bolder of the two,
“ you amaze us. We are no murderers,
but just two poor tailors working late in
the night to earn tomorrow’s bread.”

My eyes searched the hovel and in one
corner I saw an old sewing-machine on
which lay a half-stitched Diece of cloth,

* Liars ! " demanded the officer,” was
not & man murdered here thig night ?

He looked at me significantly.

“ Sir,” said the older lad, have merey
upon us, poor innocent folk, working n.l']
night to support our sick fathep He

AUTOBIOGRAPHY QF

B Ben! who has not  heard
name? 1 belong to that
family.

that
eputed

I remember my early days, whep 1 wag
but a piece of steel. T WS Manufacty paq
ina U. 8. A. watch factory ang sent ¢,
Madras for sale. One day amigep cam :
the shop to buy a timepiepe, f
alarm and drew his attention
He was so impressed with

that he bought me gpq took

Trang 4y
Owards g,
my I’c’mt}:

me
I was proud because T Was the moqth::;.;l 4
able article which the e, '!w;%es% 3
Sesseq.

My duty there was to ring
day, and wake the miser
count hig treasures,

spring was broken, an
to spend any further
me to a shopkeeper,

my alarm every
at Midnighy t.;
Unlucl:ily my alary,
d the miggy, eluctany
fmount on sold

pointed to & corner of the hut, where.
on a pallet of straw, lay o ghastly form.

“He was in a delivium this night,”
continued the son, “qupd
many wild eries,
now,"”

was uttering
Lo ! he lies in & swoon

The Inspector understond all in aflash.
Pitving the pooe unhappy lads he gave
them some money, and left the hovel .'1
with his men after bestowing on me a
look of supreie displeasure. 1, in
turn, sef gff !:r)rue\\'n.rds, greatly ashamed
of my nocturnal adventure,

my

C. Groner,
Group i a, Class ii.

A TIMEPIECE

spring anq Put me
4 numbey of Japan,

A rich may cam
cause I wag the
n tha shop.

again for ggle wnong
€56 timepieces,

€ and bought me be-
only Big

: Ben timepiece
On his woy

a ri Lot home he had
m:z;:;uf?:n..m '-lulucki]y the boat
: © Tescued by the boatman |
1o my Owner, who had
F_;hm'e' He took me home
m hijg dmwing rooi
Jupan Clock. The
e and haqd it out

of your tick-tick,
How darg yg . MPIECE:
YOU speg)c $0, you worth-

® creature? You

il have but a brief
fe.

less Japaneg
and yoy,
Span of |;

—

Clock:— Whether my life is short or long
Is
pleased with

doesn’t matter much. not

every  one me,
while everybody laughs at vou ?
All that glitters is not gold.  Your
inside is all rust and dust, while
mine is clenr as glass, Then

how dare vou belittle me ?

1:—

But our master seemed to support my
antagonist. He did not like me. It might
because 1 was old and devoid
He gave me toone ol his ser-
The servant kept me
with him for about a week. I suffered
much during my life there. The man
had o little son—a  sprightly  imp.
He took nie from the shell one day and
unluckily for me I slipped and fell down
from l\is; hands. So my dial was broken
to pieces. DBut my new master, 1 do not
know whether it was due to his
kindness to me or to hisdesire to make
me fetch n higher price, put on me a
fresh glass plate and also painted my

outside.

be
of grace.
vanls as a present.

I was then sold to a woman. She had
been n widow for ten years and she had g
religious turri of mind. It was wmy duty
to wake her every day at 4 in the morn-
ing, to say her prayers. Her husband
had left her a nice fortune. A Iru.scq.l of
the neighbourhood knew where the widow
kept her money and he want.efi _to rob
her of it. So he frequently visited the
woman and acquainted himself with the
artangements in her house.

One day he entered, bolted the door
behind him and roundly asked the woman
to give him her money. She said, she

13

wounld not, and cried for help. Instantly
the man canght her by the throat and
strangled her with all his might to death.
During the attempt he received a scrateh
the woman and blood
But

on his face from
began to trickle from the wound.
he did not mind it and wiped it off.

There was, an underground cellar be-
nenth the woman's room. He opened the
door leading to it and threw the corpse
and every other thing found in the room,
including me also into it, so that the po-
lice might not get any clue to the case.
He then made good his escape.

The servant who eame at the woman'’s
eries could not find his mistress. He saw
some one running away from the room,
but could not identify the person. So
early next morning he reported the case
to the police. The Inspector himself
with some other policemien came to the
place. They made enquiries in the neigh-
bowrhood and suspected our man because
ofthe fresh scratch in his face, But
there was no other evidence against him.
At last to make a final enquiry they went
to the room in which the murder took
place, at about three in the evening. As
they were about to go, giving up the case,
I rang my nsnal alarm.

The Inspector heard me and opening
the door of the cellar was startled by the
sight of the dead body. He took the body
out and examined it. On the neck there
was the print of a man’s finger. Also
on the nails of the murdered woman there
was a little bit of human skin, Instantly
the man suspected was seized and his
fingers were examined. T'hey were found



exactly to coincide with the print on the
neck. The man had now no alternative
but to confess his guilt and the police
arrested him.

The Inspector took a fancy towards
me because I had been his only help in
tracing the culprit. Sohe took e to
his house. T served him most happily
for about a decade. Then T became uge-

14

less due to old age. So the Inspector
gave me over to his little child as a fov.
He beat me here and there on the ground

80 that I was soon broken to picces. Now

all that remains of me ae some pieces of
steel scattered here and there, and God

knows what should become of them.

T. M. THOMAS,
Class 1, Group 1 4.

OUR OLD STUDENTS

Wc have learned with pleasure that Mr. A. V. Mathew took a First Class at the

B. Sc. (Honours) Examination in Chemistry, standing second in the Presidency.
Mr. Mathew is carrving on scientific researches at the Tndian Institute of Science in
Bangalore.

Mr. C. C. Onseph, also an old student, passed the B.Se. (Hons.) Examination in
Physics and has been appointed Demonstrator in the College.

Note. The Iiditor will be glad to insert news about old students if sent to him.

15



COLLEGE CHRONICLE

University Examination Results
B. A. Degree Examination.

No. of passes, Percentage.
English Part 1 28 out of 48 '::5
Malayalam 81 005 nbl 87
Mathematics )R 75
Philosophy [ S e 100
History and Beonomies S 100 A
Economics and History R 17 70°6 |

There were 3 Second Clagses n Malayalam, 9 First )
in Mathematics, 5 Second Classes in Phyj

4sses and 2 Second Clasees
losophy und 1

Second Class in Eeonomices,
51 2per cent passed completely,
Intermediate Examination.

e No. of passes. Percentage.
]i.nghsh Pat‘t I 5“ out of 84 GGG L
Malayalaiy el U 73 84 857
Optionals e BT i i 84 li;‘i

52'38 per cent passed completely, | taking g Tipg Class

|
1938,
June 8. The College re-opened after t)q Mid‘-‘iillumer e |
w9 New admissions to the Junigy Inl.r:rmediul.c IL]LL H'm-' ) -+ ]
under the Travaneore Uni\'er:sit\; hct%'!m & Junior B, A. Classes
o L2 The First Tep ! ;

mingl Retroag of
Joseph, M, A, T
CE Miss 1., €. M, Ouwerkerk Head :
L . % v, ) Of Lh P ; i 2
uun‘yisé:_the_":ll“-WﬂFICﬂl'e l.Tniversitv, zrllt;;.gmrtmcnf-s of History and lico-
on * & Boientifie ot to Mg il 8sed the ollege at'9, 15 a. m.
Tuly 23 g}\lr:_a f{gﬂegﬁizuﬁmﬁt nt)ﬂ p- 1, n‘\mung the men re Mr. P. 8
and Messrs. . K. Ry’ 000 il {aj“'“bh”ﬁ:;’l‘::'l‘i“’I;m}zmﬁh;jfd?
August 6 to §. A Retreat fop the Mala.nkar"t ‘3 ? .':f e e B, |
Geeva-nlghese. B &, sl "8 led

€ Christign Stafl wag Jeq by Mr. T. C

. Hamtmanraxn,
a student of this College who stood first

in the University at the Intermediate Exa-
' h}l by fov. B, V.0 mination of March 1938 with distinctions i
v I8 MrT.C.Sankay Menon, Pyofac.
Ernakulam, delivereg the 501 of T

f
of the College, at 4, 39 - lIr:lullgHmI Addr,
w 14, The Rt. Re '

V. Mathews May ;
o 25.  First Terming Ex"’a'“inntig 3 5 of the May
E 29 to September 85, Onam Vucutian Mimeneed,

'Unomigﬁ‘

(] all the SLijCCtS.
raja, ot e
858 of & Mﬂhmn]m g Colleg

A8sociated Sociebies

Toly Qurbana in the
homyg, Syrian Church.
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