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Our Winners
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Jeeva Maria AsifK SreyaAS  AnnaSosa Subhaga Ann lhuun!ﬂuh Sidharth K Ashif A m: Vaisakh PR
Rank 147 Rank 215 Rank 299 Rank 389 Rank 472 Rank 584 Rank 778 Hank Bid

A feat achieved under the interview guidance and mentorship of Shri. Alphons Kannanthanam

PRELIMS CUM MAINS BATCH

| MAINS EXCLUSIVE BATCH

= Regular batches
» Weekend batches
« Advanced foundation for college going students

Experienced Faculty from Delhi and Trivandrum
Printed study materials

Interaction with civil servants

Well equipped library

Regular and Holiday batches

Regular tests

Continuous monitoring and evaluation system

A gold i nder the abl
auidance of Shr. Alphons Kannanthanam s FOR DETAILS:
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Dear friends,

It is with & heart full of gratitude to God and to the College Community that | present before you the
highlights of the activities of the College during the academic year 2015-2016.

Academic Life (Students)

College reopened on 1st June 2015 with regular classes for 2nd year UG & PG, 3rd year UG
students. The admissions toUG programmesfor the academic yvear ended on 24th August 2015. Out
of 644 seats, 641 students have been admitted and 9 students admitted under Lakshadweep
Quota. First Semester UG classes started on 15th July 2015 with an Orientation Programme for the
studentis and their parents, which was well attended. In continuation with this, subject-wise
Orientation Programmes for 18t Semester UG students and Career Orientation Programmes for 5th
Semester UG students were conducted by each department with the aid of UGC funds. PG
admisgion closed on 18th November 2015 and 186 students admitted out of 211 seats. Orlentation
programine for students (semester wise] on Value education’ was conducted on 10th September
and was led by Prof. P.G. Joseph, Sri. A, Gopalamenon and Sri. Sooraj Abraham

The outgoing UG students were given farewell by the college on 18.03.2016

Examinations and results

The results of final year UG and PG university examinations 2015 were published. Total pass
percentage in UG is 76% and PG is 78%. MaThasniNavas and MaRilcyRaphel of MA Economics
secured 2nd rank & Sth ranks respectively

Highlights from Departments

Department of English
Susan Thomas Memorial Lecture delivered by Ms Summer Dunsmaore; University of Berkeley,
Califormia (August 11, 2015)on  American Films and Human Values

‘Dr. Majnu John, Johns Hopkins University delivered alectureon  cinema, in  January 2016 as
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part of the English Association, Drama Club.

Dr. MadhuVasudev, HoD, Department of Hindi,
delivered o lecture onthe Politics of Reading’ as
part of English Asseciation, Reading Club, inthe month
of January.

Department of Malayalam

Conducted a One Day Seminar in association with V.T.
Smaoraka Trust on 2015 August 03. Theme : Higher
Education in  Mothertongue

Conducted an Aksharaslokam Competition by
Nolodaymm Aksharasloka Samithi in assogiation
with Vidwan P.G. Nair Trust on 2015 January 19,
Eminent critic Prof. M K. Sanoo inaugurated. Famous
poet N.K. Desamwas the dignitary of the meeting.

‘Poet Alankode Leelakrishnan relensed the book
VidwanP.G. Nalrude Theranjeduttha
Kavithakalwritten by Late Vidwan P.G. Nair on
2015. January 19, Vidvan P.G. Nair Trust

chairman Dr. M.G. Samgadharan received the
book.
Noted academicisn Dr. Skaria Zakharia

(Chairperson, Herman Gundart Study Centre,
Tubington University, Germany] insugarated Vidwan
P.G.  Nair Memorial Three Day National Seminar (2016
fanuary 20,21,32)on  20.January 2016.Theme:

Thaakkolvaakkukal - Vichaarum anathrukakal
Keraleeyano  ttangal. The Co-ordinator was Dr.  Aju K.
N.

‘College Manager Rev, Thomas John released the
book Malayula Naadakam Sameepanangalum
Saadhyathakalum edited by Dr. Vidhu Narayan on 20
January 2016, Vidwan P.G. Nair Trust Chairman Dr,
M.G. Sarmngadharan received the book. It is an anthalogy
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Final Year Examination Results:

March/April 2015

A.Undergraduate Programs
UG FINAL YEAR RESULTS 2014-2015

Letter grade & 3 2

b 1 5 IS
A [« 95,000 0 1] ) 1] 1] ] ] 1] ['] u] 1] 1] 1] ]
A (e BT.50) o | 4 L] 2 4 ] 1 2 L] 1] F] 0 L]
B+ (= 75.00! B 7 L] 4 ] 7 7 7 7 12 3 [ 2| B
B {<62.50) 5 121 15| 10 ] TSR g M [ 1 [ 7] 128
Cs [« 50.00) k| a a L -] -] 5 B A 5 L] ] ] ]
C [<37.50) B| 1 2 2 Fd 1 Fl 1 1 4 3 2| 47
D (>37.500 L] i) 1] 0 1 ] i) 0 1] i ] 4] @ 1
Fasled 4 10 7 16 ] 11 1 4 ] 4 1 4 M| 13
Totad Appeared 26 54 45 36 40 48 43 Fa Fi M 20 26 | an
Total Passed 22 4| | 2 7] Ef 3| 25 23| 30 2| = 13 | 358
% of Pass BdG | B1A | B4A | 578 | 775 | 645 | 837 | B6Z | B2 | BA2 | 758 | B46 | 406 | THO
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Final Samestor porformance
e Mo appoared | No prsasd | % passed
AA HISTORY 16 12 15.00
MA ECONOMICS 18 14 T1.TH
| MA ENGLISH 16 12| 7500
MA MALAYALAM 16 13 B1.25
MSe PSYCHOLOGY L] 7 .18
| MiSc MATHEMATICS 13 1 B4 62
MiSc PHYSICS 12 [ 667
Mic CHEMISTRY 12 a .67
M3c BOTANY i3 6523
MSc I00LOGY 12 12 100.00
MEC BIO-TECHNOLDGY 18 13 1232
MSC BIDINFORMATICS 10 10 100.00
Total 1!5 129 TE. 18
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of seminarpapers presented atthe P.G. Nair
February 11,12, 13.

‘Sreclekshmi V. R. bagged second prize of M.P, Paul Award for M.A. Dissertation -2014-"15
‘Akshaya T.S, and Surya K.B of M.A Malayalam secured the first and second prize ofEssay
competition based on theworksofpoet  KodungallurKunjikkuttanThampuran.

Memorial Three Day National Seminaron 2015

‘Kiran Das M. won the first prize in Alesharaslokam competition M.G. University Youth
Festival 2016)

Department of Hindi

DASTAK-'15department magazinewns released which include  varetyof literary works

of students.The release ol DASTAK-'15  wasalso
Hindi Day celebrations of 201 5.

“The Department of Hindi extended

accompanied by the commencing of

its concern for the bettermentof needy  studentsin the

form of Student Support Programme [SSP | & Remedial Coaching
Department of Economics
‘The Department organised a comprehensive Socio-Economic Survevef the Karumalloor

GramaPanchayat during February 2016. The survey covers areas such as Education, Housing,

Asset Ownership, Access to Services, Consumption Expenditure, Finanecial Inclusion,
Employment, Health, Sanitation, Vulnerability, Social Mobility, Migration,
MGNREGA, Ageing etc ol the households in Karumalloor Panchayat area. It also

examines the growth and composition of the Revenue & Expenditure of the Panchayat during the
[ant five years.

‘Hosted & UGC seminar on Secularism and Religions in the context of Human Rights on 5th August
2015. The seminarwas  inaugurated by Padmabhushan Justice K T Thomas (Rtd. Judge of
Supreme Court of India) and Dr. Sebastian Paul (Ex. Member of Parliament) delivered the
key note address.

‘Dr. Latha M Nair, Associate Professor, Dept. of English, St Teresa's College, Ernakulam led the
Orientation Programme for the 1st year B.A Economics students on 23rd July 2015,

‘Pr M.V. Kurien Commemorative Lecture 2016 was delivered by Dr. Michae] Tharakan [Former Viee
=Chancellor, Kannur University] on the topic Democratization and People's Participation in
Pregrammes for Reducing Deprivation in Education: A Study with Reference to Keralam on
February 18, 2016.

Department of History

Dr. Jenee Peter won the award for the best paper at the National Seminar held at CHS. The award is
instituted by the Indian Society of Authors.Dr. Jenee Peter attended three weeks international
training progrmmme at Philippines with United Board Travel Grant Prof. A K Baby Memorial Lecture
and Archaeological Lecture series hasbeen held in the Dept this year also.
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“The personal diaries of late Prof. T. L. Poonen, former
teacher of UCCwere  handed over to Kerala Council
for Historical Research (KCHR) on B8th
January 2016. Dr P J Cherian, Director, KCHR received
the dinries {1921 = 1976) from the Principal in the
presence of Commodore T. 1. Punpnen, Prof.
Poonen's grandson. The gesture was as part of a special
collaborative academic assistance from the
Dept of History for KCHR's flagship project ‘Digitizing
Kerala's Past’.

Dr. P D Johny, Former HoD and Research Guide of the
Dept hasproduced one Ph.D during this academic year.

t of Psychology
The Department of Psychology conducted a one day
Counseling Camp on 12th March 2016, br. K. E.
Leelamma, HoD{Rtd), Psychology Dept. delivered a talk
on ‘counselling in day-to-day life’ followed by
personal counseling session.

t of Mathematics

UGC sponsored Twe Day National seminar on
Mathematical Modelling

Thasnim H Memaortal Intercollegiate Seminar
Presentation Competition. Indu E 8 of M.Sc.
Mathematicasecured Overall A+ Grade in
University Examinationa

Five Research Scholars were awarded PhD by MG
University,

Department of Physics

Seminar on the inter disciplinary topic Physics of soft
and biological matter by Prof. P B Sunilkumar,
Director in charge, [IT, Palakkad, Seminar on
“Upconvernion phosphors for solar cell applications”
Prof. Juyaraj, Professor, Cochin University of Science
and Technology.

‘Haritha.Joseph of 3rdB.Scaecured Ist position at
district level and 3l position at State level in the APT
scholarship examination. Many students of the

.||||r||||I||.|||||||l|llllitlllllllllII'Ilil-lI

department, Jeevan Georgeand George Jose of 15tB.Sc, Karthik and Alfiva of 2ndB.S5c and
Dhanya Jose and MeghaEmerse of 3rdB.Sc, bagged several prizes in intercollegiate
fuiz competitions.

Department of Chemistry

‘K. NarayanaMenon Memorial Prize was
marks in B.Sc. Chemistry (2015 pass  out batch].

‘D, P.V. Joseph, Associate Professar, Maharajas College, Emakulam  conducted a One day
Career Guidance Workshop for V semester B.Sc. Chemistry Studentsin  July 2015,

Prof. Oommen Mathew, Founder, Regional Directorof the [Institute of Management in
Government, Cochin ~ conducted Orientation Program for | semester B.Sc. Chemistry Students
in July 2015.

Dr AM Chacko Endowment Prize for
1 5th January 2016,

‘Prof T R Anantharaman memorial lecture was delivered by Prof A G Ramachandran Nair, Rtd. Head
of the Dept., of Chemistry, Pondicherry University on 'Explanationofafew selected natural
phenomena'on 22nd  January 2016.

-br A M Chacko Endowment Lecture was delivered by DrdJorphin Joseph,
in Chemistry, 8H College, Thevara on 'Fuel eells- Theory &
Jamuary 2016,

Department of Botany
The Botany Department conducted UGC sponsored national seminaron
pdvances in Plant Sciences’ during 9-10 March 2016.

awnrded to Ms. Anna ~ Jose for securing  highest

the best male and female volee was conducted on

Asst. Professor
Technology' on 22nd

Recent trenda and

t of Zoology

UGC-POA aided career orlentation programme was conducted by Dr P. V. Joseph, Associate
Professor, Dept of Chemistry, Maharajas College, Ernakulam for [[l BSc students on July 23, 2015
Annual alumni meet and get together of  Zoology & Bio-  technology departments were jointly
held on February 13, 2016, Over 20 alumni participated and reminisced their college life A four
day field trip to Tamil Nada Agricultural Univeraity (TNAU}, Parambikkulam Wildlife
Sanctuaryand Ooty wereconducted for final year BSc and [ MSc students from January 6th to
1 0th. 38 students benefited from the trip.

*Sgya Parveen and Sweeka Elizabeth Varghese of [l BSc Zoology won second prize in
intercollegiate debate competition on the topic 'Birdsas ~ keystone and indicator species’
conducted by Sacred Heart College, Thevara in Dec, 2015,

sMs, Jini Jimmy won 3rd prize in Essay writing competition held at

Biotechnology
Department, CUSAT on Feb 28, 2016
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Department of Biotechnology

Seminar entitled “Alcoholism and liver” was conducted
ondthJune, 2015 presented by Dr. K Muralee
dharan and Dr. B. Dinesh of Kottakkal Aryava
idyasala.Seminar entitled “Scientific explanation on
Ayurvedic Drug Dosage" was conducted on Sth June,
2015 presented by Dr. Sarala  Samuel, Head, R & D,
Kerala Ayruvedic Lid.

‘An UBCHEA sponsoredAyurvedic camp led by Dr.
K.Muraleedharan of Kottakkal Aryavaidvasala was
conducted on 4th June, 2015 .

Department of E&CM
A soft skill training session was organized for I B.Sc E &

CMon 10thJuly . The session was lead by Mr. Prince
Varghese from Mind It Mind Solutions.,

‘The E & CM Association of 2015- 16 was
formally inaugurated on 18thAugust 2015, The Head
of the Department, Ms.E.l Anilapresided over the
meeting. Dr M.I Punnose , Dean Student Affairsgave a
talk on ' Media and Society’.

+A seminar on 'Embedded Systems’ was arranged for 11
B.S¢c E& CM students on 24th November 2015,
MrNeijuMof Quest Innovative Solutions was the main

- | '

A personality development class was arranged for |
B.ScE&CMon 10th December 2015. Mr.Prince
Varghese of Mind It Mind Solutions lead the
session.

+A seminar on 'E waste Management' was organized on
February 3rd 2016. Mr.AnandM , Assistant
Professor, School of Environmental Sclences was the
main speaker. Ms, Bheila Kumary Isasnc, Principal in
Charge inaugurated the session. Director Dr.AV.Alex ,
Head of the Department Ms Julie Ann Joseph,
MrJibin Jose Mathew gave felicitations.

‘B.Sc E & CM students handed over ' Sam Davis Ever
Rolling Trophy for Tug of war ' to Principal Dr. P. Thomas
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Mathew .
Department of E & CM in association with Department of MBA started an * Entreprensurship
Promotion Incubation Centre' - EPIC. The inaugural ceremony was held on 17th March 2016.

Department of Bioinformatics

An R Programming based workshop was conducted for MSc Bioinformatics students led by
DrJayasankarJ, Principal Sclentist, CMFRI.

MrAbhijith M Kumar, IV Semester MSc Bioinformatics student was awarded studentship by CPCRI
instituted by DET

MsAnju V got placed as scientific analyst in Molecular connections, Bangalore.

Department of Commerce

Seminar on Current capital market issues and mock trading platform by Hedge School of
Applied Economicson  2nd February 2016.Orientation programme on self realization,
time management by Mr Prince Varghese from Mind it Mind solution on Feb 1st 2016Awareness
programmeon practical  suditing by auditors from CA firm ,from Ernakulsm.

‘Five of our students won prize worth Rs.7000/- for the Product launchin  National Commerce
Festconducted by DiST, Angamaly.-Five of our students won prize in Treasure Hunt and idea
presentation in the fest conducted by MBA Department of St.Albertscollege.

Department of Physical Education

This year, 39 students represented M.G University in the various All India Inter University
championship and 10 students represented Kerala state in the various national championship. Our
college team were winners in Hockey women &Hockey Men and Runners up in Judo women,
Fencing women, Aquatics Women, Water polo Men, Netball Men, Softball Men, Baseball Men,
Third place in Judo men, Fourth place in, Aquatics men

National championships;-

Ashik M.Anil represented Kerala State in the Junior National Throwball  championship and
secured bronze medal. He also represented Kerala State in the Senior National Throw ball and
Baseball championship.AbhilashSubran represented Kerala State in the senior National Baseball
championship. Amrutha Santhosh, Pratheesha K, Mrudhularaj and JoshniP.M represented Kerala
tate in the Women's National Hockey championship.Aiju P. Andrews
.DavoodAboobecker, ljasAhamed and Muhammed Rishadselected to represent Kerala State in the
forthcoming Senior National Hockey championship.

Individual championship:-
Jiya Joseph of [1l BSc Psychology secured indivi dual championship in the MG University Aquatics
championship.
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Tournament organzed:-

UC organized 23rd Dr.A K.Baby Memorial South Zone
Hockey tournament from 20th to 22nd January
2016 . In the men section Union Christian College
[winners), LNCPE, Trivandrum (runner up] and in
women section UCCollege emerged winners and
St.Marys College, Thrissur secured second
position.Organised 43rd Union Christian College
Baskethall tournament on 4th and 5th September 2015.
In the men section Mar Baselious Eng, College (winners),
Mar lvanios, Trivandrum (runner up) and in women
section St.Joseph's College, Irinjalakuda emerged as
winners. and St.Xaviers, Aluva secured second
position@4th College Annual Athletic Meet -the College
Sports day 2015-16 was conducted on 19th,
22nd and 23rd February 2016. The ground looked
colorful with march-past by 14 different departments;
The overall rolling ghield was bagged by the
Economics department. In the Inter department games,
Departments of Malayalam ([Football & Cricket),
Chemistry (Basket ball), Maths [Chess, Shuttle
badminton, Hasketball-women) were the winners. In
association with College women Cell a programme for Self
defense training for women students of the
College in Karate {8 also ongoing from the year 2015
onwards.

The department of Physical Education organized MG
University Hockey women camp, MG University Men
Baseball camp, Ernakulam District Netball
Championship&Kerala state senior hockey
championship - for men and women.

Student support programmes

Instituted by old students, retired teachers and well-
wishers, the college is giving various: scholarships like
UCCAANA, and UCCAAK, and various endowments in
the name of Dr. KC Chacko, Kano Yamamoto, Scranton,
and Kulangara;
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Walk with Scholar (WWS) and Scholar Support Programme

The Department of Collegiate Education, Govt of Kerala has offered these in novative programmes to
improve the standards of first year UG students.

The WWS programme, a higher level academic mentoring programme was started with students of
proven academic standard aiming at increasing their knowledge base for higher education and
improving their employability prospects. The WWS Programme for the second year (2015-16) was
started with 30 students on 9th September and for the first year was inaugurated on 14th October
2015. The first external mentor class for the Walk With Scholar (WWS) Programme mentees in this
semester took place on 21.11.2015. The resource person was Dr. Sibichen K. Mathew LR.S,
Commissioner of Income Tax and Advisor to TRAI, Government of India. The inauguration of the
PhD Course work for the year was held on 01.01.2016. It was attended by research scholars, guides
and faculty members of various colleges. The team which includes internal mentors like Mr. Kurian
C Soman, Dr. Alex Mathew, Ms. Nino Baby, Ms. Akhila Narayanan and Dr. Anumol Jose is led by
Co-ordinator Dr. Sebastian Joseph.

ABAP program

The college was awardedfive star status for the best conduct of ASAP during the year 2015.
Additional Skill Acquisition Programme (ASAP) was conductedin  the month of June 2015.
The training was conducted under the leadership of Dr. Jacob George, Dept of English.

College Unlon 2015-2016

The College Union Election 2015-16 was held on Bth December 2015, peacefully in the
presidential mode. Mr  Anil Thomas Koshy, HoD, Dept of Physical Education
gervedasthe  Returning Officer. Dr E | Anila, HoD, Physics served as Counling
Officer. Dr M 1 Punnoose, Dept of Malayalam served as the Chairmaof Grievance Redress
Committee and Dr Rajan Varughese, HoD), Economics served as the Observer.

The Union is headed by Mr. Afin TA (Chairman), Ms. Jabeen C Jabbar. [Vice Chairperson),
Mr.Kannan K  (General Secretary), Mr. Jishnu K Manoj (Arts Club Secretary| and Mr. Anandu
Suresh [Magnzine Editor]).

‘The activities of the College Union 2015- 16 was formally insugurated on 13th January
2016. Sri Mjeralath Hari govindan, Musician- Sopana san was the  chiel
guest,

MG University Arts Fest

Our college won many prizes including the championshipin literary eventsinthe MG University
Arts Festival, Our students won first prize in Aksharaslogam (Kirandas M), Film Review (Ancif C
Abu), second prize in Mime, Quiz, KavyaKeli |Aparna S), Photography (Anil Babu), Mono act {Amrita
Mohan) and ‘A’ Grade in danceevents.  Mr. Jithin K. Manoj won ‘Best Actor’ prize in the
University Drama Fest. Congratulations to the winners.
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Placements

A Multi-industry Job Fair of 25 companies in association
with Employment Exchange Mobility Center, Emakulam
was held on 26th September 2015, 1650 job aspirants
participated and 712 got placed,

Twenty eight students were selected as alrport ground
stall and few students were selected by TCS and
Mphasis.

Academic Life ([Faculty)
A seminar on ‘Value Education: Innovative Teaching
Methods was conducted for the teaching staff on 10th
September 2015 and the respurce person was Dr,
JeyakarChellaraj, former Principal, Bishop Heber
College, Thiruchirappalli.
Dr. Aju K.N, Dept of Malayalam, won the State film Award
for film eriticiam.
Dr. Sibu M. Eapen,Dept of Malayalam secured UGC RA
PDFthis year.
Vidhu Narayan, Dept of Malayalamawarded Ph.D from
University of Kerala.
Capt. K 5 Narayanan, NCC Officerf Associnte Profeasor
in Sanskrit

received NCC DG's Commendation from Lt.General
Aniruddha
Chakra warthy, VSM Director General NCC for his
sincere and cutstanding service in NCC.
IQAC, UGC/NAAC, Research
Several of our faculty members are serving as research
guides which neceasitate improved facilities in the
various academic departments. Hearty appreciation is
offered to those faculty members who have brought in or
applied for research grants from various agencies such
a8 UGC, DST and State governmenl agencies which will
help in developing the respective departments through
acquiring equipments, books and such essentiala. The
college is conducting course work for research scholars of
MG University.
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UGC sanctioned UG Assistance worth Rs. 35 lakhs under General Development Asaistance and a
total of Rs. 30,13,750/- for Minor/Major Research Projects and seminars. Ms. N. G. Sreeja,
Research Scholar, Dept of Physics was awarded Research Scholarship under Women Scientist
Scheme worth Rs. 19,85,000/ -,

Ph.D. Course work (2015) for sciences, social sciences and language and literature was successfully
conducted in the college with a total of 78 research fellows pursing their work. We have secured
100% pass for the Paper 1 and 3, 99% pass for the second paper. The whole programme in the
college is co-ordinated by Dr. E.S.Jeevanand of the Department of Mathematics. The Co-ordinators
for the respective disciplines are Dr. Aju K.N, (Language and Literature), Dr. Anil Kumar (Sciences)
and Dr, Sebastian Joseph (Social Sciences).

An IQAC one-day Workshop on Teaching, Learning and Research: Exploring creative engagements'
was held on 8th January 2016. Dr. LathaPillai, Director, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth
Development, Chennai was the Resource Person. An interaction with the faculty members was also
arranged in the afternoon session.

The workshop on ‘Strategic Planning’ for the departments waa conducted on 16th November 2015
and the workshop for the ICF members on ‘Strategic Planning for the College’ was held on
18thNovember 2015. Invited Lecture on 'Relativity on Research' organised by IQAC was
inaugurated by Dr R Mahalakshmi, Associate Professor, JNU on 30th September 201 5.

Principal with Dr. Manju M. George, Dept of Botany attended the interface meeting of the shortlisted
colleges for CPE (College with Potential for Excellence] Scheme at the UGC Office, New Delhi on 28th
January 2016,

A mock visit of NAAC was held on 15th February 2016. The team led by Dr C A Abraham, Principal
(Rtd), CMS College, Kottayam and Dr Santhosh P., Associate Professor, BPC College, Piravom
visiied de ents,

The UGC Expert team for the conferment of autonomous status to the

college, visited the college during 25th - 26th February 2016.

The College is conducting Course work to the research scholars of MG University.

Our faculty members have been recognized as research guides and in appreciation of their
innovative research contributions, the college received substantial research grants from various
agencies such as UGC, UBCHEA, DST and State government which helped in developing the
academic as well as physical infrastructure of the college,

CSRS, YIC, 8CF etc
The 91t remembrance of the visit of Mahatma Gandhi to UC College was ohserved on 18th
March 2016 under the auspices of various organizationsof thecollege. The fa cu lt y

members, non  teaching staff and students gathered in = front of the 'Gandhi mavy' and toak
‘Anti-drug campus’ pledge.
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The Youth Inspire Club conducted n seminar on the
topics ‘Carcer in Armed Forces', 'SSB interview'
on Gth January 2016. Col. (BEtd] George
Fernandez was the resource person. The SCF
unit conducted an awareness programme for
the first year students in association with the
Cyber Cell of Kerala Police on the tapic 'Cyber
Crime’ on TthJanuary 2016, C8RE s
conductinga Documentary Film Fest from 4th to
8th January 2016. Ms. Asha Joseph, media person
(Associate Professor in  Journalism, SH
College, Thevara) inaugurated the programme

The T.0. Abdulla Endowment Lecture organised by the
Centre for Study of Religion and Society
(CSRS), UC College was held on 26th November 2015.
Sri. M G Rajamanicknm, IAS, hon'ble District Collector
inaugurated the programme.

“The Christmas Carol Service was conducted on 13th
December 2015in the College Chapel, Dr. Sr.
Noel Rose CMC, Asst. Professor in Malayalam,
Nirmala College, Muvattupuzha delivered the
Christmas message.

Hoatel Life

The positive impact of our Ladies hostels and Men's
hostel is increasingly felt from the responses of the
parents of outgoing hostellers and aspirants to be
hostellers, There are 250 women students residing in 5
Ladies Hostel and 34 men students in Chacko Hostel.
Regular Bible Studies and the participation of the
hostellers in the Worship Services continue as before.

Bpiritual life in the College
The traditional spiritual activities such as the Moming

Worship, the

Sunday Evening Worship, retreats for the SCF and
College community,

and Bible Studies in the Hostels continue. It is hoped
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and prayed that through these activities the spiritual dimension of our lives may be strengthened
and uplifted. The efforts of our Chaplain Rev. Dr. Malhia Joshua to give a shot in the arm to the
spiritual activities need to be shared and supported more by the faculty and the students

Alumni and Retired staff

The reunion of 1962 batch Physics students was held on 26.05.2015.

July Meet of OSA was held on 11th July 2015 at the Mithrapuram Hall.

‘Old students get-together of 1986-'88  batch of PDC was held on 15th  August 2015 and get-
together of 1979-'82 batch of BS¢ Chemistry was held on 16th August 2015.

Old students get-together of 1965-67 batch of PDC was held on 6th Beptember 2015,

Mrs Fatima Tharakandath, an  alumnae who isresidingin the  US has donated a corpus of USS
5,000 for establishing T.0. Abdulla Endowment: Tackling Challenges for Next Generation' under
the CSRES through UCCAANAL

UCCAANA donated $3,000 for enhancing their scholarship fund.

‘Ms. Susheela, daughter of Late Prof. AruvamudhamAyyengar visited college with her
children and grand children on 4th September 2015, She donated Rupees 4 lakhs to the College
for various activities.

-Dr. RajanGurukkal, former Vice Chancellor of MG University delivered the Founders’ Day address
on Wednesday, 11th November 2015, Dr Michael Tharakan, distinguished old student
and former Vice Chancellor of Kannur University was the Chief Guest for the old students’ |
reunion programme held on 14th November 2015. |
Old student's get-together of 1965-67 batch of PDC was held on 6th September 2015. |
Get-together of BS¢ Chemistry 1984-87 batch was held on 3rd October 2015. |
The Botany Alumni Meet was held on 9th January 2016. |
Ameeting of the Old Students of Malayalam Dept. was held on 30th January 2016.

‘A get-together of retired teachers was held on 23rd January 2016

International Linknges

‘Presently, the college has international linkage with the International Christian
University of Tokyo {Japan), Hope College of Michigan (USA), Austin Caollege of Texas (USA), and
United Board of Christian Higher Education in Asia (New York),  College and Universities of the
Anglican Communion (CUAC) for various academic enrichment projects, The Principal attended the
AULPheld atthe Hong Kong Institute of Education, Taipo, Hong Kong from 12th to 14th
November 2015.

‘United Board has awarded $3061 to Dr. Jenee Peter as Non-Degree Faculty Enrichment

grant  ([2014-2015 fiscal year] for spporting scholars to attend the 2015 Annual Pesce 1
bullding Training at the Mindanao Peace building Institute, Philippines. She ia

one among five UB fellowship awardees from India among the participants from 41

colintries.
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“Tuition Fee for one year for 9 UG students @ 2171 USD
Rs. 134640/- and 5 PG students g 4081 USD Rs.
253010/- received from Scranton Centre, 5. Korea,

‘Rev. CanonJames G. CallawayDD,, G ener al
Secretary, CUAC (Colleges and Unliversities of the
Anglican Communion] visited UC College on 16 July,
2015, In a meeting conducted in the Mithrapurm hall,
he had an interaction with the ICF members and student
representatives of the college.

Ouir student Ms, Haritha P R got admission in
Leadershiptraining  for one week in August 2015 at
Scranton Cenire, 5. Koren.

‘The Principal along with 2 faculty Dr., Thara K. Simon

andDr.M.1. Punncose attended workshop on
‘Strategic Planming and Resource Development
(SPRD) at re organised jointly by the United
Board for Christian Higher Education and Christ
University afl Bangalore during January 25-26,
2016 and had discussions on submission of
proposal for  library to USAID_ASHA through United

Board. The Principal attended the CUAC Indin
Chapter meeting and Principal's Meet was held during
12thand 13th February 2016 at Lady Doak College,
Madurai.

‘One student per year is availing Japan 1CU foundation
scholarshipduring their stay in ICU as exchange
student. Mr. Rahul Rajeey from Dept of
History spent one semesler in International
Christian University Japan. Mr. AthulSanil Joseph from
first year BA, Dept of Economics has b & ¢ n
selected for the nextprogramme. Four students from
ICU availed Kano yamamoto Scholarship, a
designated grant from United Board to UCC for their
stay in UCC. Dr Mini Alice and Dr M | Punnoose will be
spendingone  semesier in US and Asian countries as
part of their UB fellowship programme. Drdenee
Peter has been invited for an interview and was asked
towrite & review article on the  peace building sotivities
af UCC. This  is also based on the diversity of projects
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she has undertaken and mainly she was selected by United Board for laculty t
raining in peace building at the Mindanao Peace Building Institute, Philippines in May-
June last year. This was a rare opportunity to participate in the intense courses with selected
members from 41 countries all over the world. (The programme fee itsell will come to abour
Rs One lakh). Selected members are sponsored by United Board and tweo more UCC
foculty hove applied for this programme this month. Dr. Justin R Nayagam has been selected
as presenter in International Symposium on Service- Learning at Lingnan University Hong
Kong: March11th &12th : Parallel resentation [: Institutions’ experiences in advancing
student development through regional partnershipon | 1th March 2016 from 15:45 to 16:45. The
title af the paper is Experimental Service learning for blind student development through
regional partnership. He is also invited to join site visits to varous community agencies in the
TuenMunneigh bourhood of New Territories, Hong Kong. Site Visit at Salvation Amy
Kam Tin Residence for Senjor Citizens  and Site Visit at Yan 0 Tong Community Centre on
12 March, 2016.Two faculty members from Hope College Holland MI will be visiting UCC in May
June 2016, They will be warkingin Collaboration with Dr Jacob George, Dept of English.

PTA

PTA Executive Meeting was heldon 16th  October 2015, A Workshop on ‘Strategic  Planning  was
organised by the Development Office of the College on 19.10.2015 which was led by Mr. Johny K.
Joseph, HRD trainer from Bangalore. The opening of the College Development Office was
nlao beld on 14th Novemnber 2015. The College & PTA honoured with mementoes the studernts who
Illgvg;;tajic;td higher  positions in curricular & extracurricular activities in & meeting heldon

Staff Retirements

Smit. P.J. Mariam, Lab Asst retired from  serviceon 31.07.2015.

8ri. C. K. Basheer, Addministrative Assisinnt and Smt. V. K. Prabha vathy, Lab Assistant
was given a warm send off, whoretired  fromserviceon 31.12.2015. Sri. C. Sivaramsn got
promoted as Administrative Assistant, Sri. R. Ashokan as Junior. Superint endent and Sr
P. M. Raju as Head Accountant w.e.f. 01.01.2016.

‘Faculty members Dr Rajan Varughese, HoD, Department of Economics; Dr Sheela Kumari
Isace, HoD), Department of Chemistry; Ms Annie Jose, HoD, Department of History are due
to retire from serviceon 31.05.2016 and Dr P M Kurianchen, HoD,
Department of Botany on 30,04.2016, Ms Mary Kurien, Associate
Professor, Dept of Chemistry will retire from service on 31.3.2016.

‘MrBabu OV, UD Clerk {s due to retire from service on 31.05.2016,

AR N AN AN N RN RN AN NN

AR EARANRNRARRAE NN

R AR R R T TR R NI E NN EEEEEEEE



Ensaan RN LppaR R RN RA IR AR RN RN ER AR NEEARERERERNRRN

Infrastructure Development

The college has been |1rfr1'!r||r1u state-afl-the-art
infrastracture for its academic programmes.

Dedication of the renovated BT&SP Lab was held on
14th July 2015, The hlock was insugurated by Dy
Raju K. John, Manager. The dedication of the renovated
Physics Library & Seminar Hall was held on 24th
July 2015

A Day Care Centre with the fundofUGC grant was
opened in the campuson 20th  August 2015

-A waste disposal unit was installed on 4th June
20015 near the college auditorium. The second floor of the
MCA block is under coanstruction. The
proposal for the Scheme of CPE [Colleges with Potential
for Excellerice] hias been submitted and the interface
meeting at the UGC office was alsa attended. The resultis
awniting, The proposal for the extension of East Hostel
was not sanctioned as the width of the hoste] road is
found insufficient as per tules. The proposal for the
extension of library block for availing the Ashe grant from
the UB is submitted.

New Appointments

Dr. Shinoj V K, Dept of Physics w.e.f
6.10.2015

Sad demise

Sam Davis, V] Sem E&CM student on 20.01.2016
Conclusion

We can be proud of the fact that the College has fared well
in the areas of academics, sports, rescarch, and in
various culiural and international initiatives. As wie Move
towards the Centenary land mark, let us re-dedicate
ourselves to strive for excellence in all fronts for our
Colleges, 0 rs to continue as a leader in Higher Education
N our couniry

Thank You

Dr. P Thomas Mathew
PRINCIPAL
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Evolution is a term linked with historical
changes happening in the physical nature of
living beings. For humans, evolution is a
fascinating term that reminds us of our
closeness with nature. Evolution of humans
should be studied in a deeper and microscopic
| level to understand the plight of our
environment today. The emphasis should be
on the evolution of human attitude because
any expression of concern for environment
without auditing human thoughts is
meaningless.

The scrutiny of the history of human attitude

gives convincing results to our understanding
of environmental degradation and paves a way
to find out a permanent solution for the same.
The evolution of human attitude can be

. divided into four phases. The first phase was
that of hunter-gatherer mode and in this
mode we devoted ourselves to nature,

1 worshipped nature and considered nature to
be the supreme power. The second phase
starts in parallel to the introduction of
agriculture. Humans were stewards who
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THE NEED FOR EVOLUTION
OF ANCW ER,

Vishnu M.R.,
B.Sc Botany

managed natural resources without causing any visible trouble to the
environment. Here we were belittled before nature but our heads never bowed
down before nature. We utilized the nature. In the third phase, starting with
industrialization era, we considered nature as an object or slave to be exploited
vigorously. All our respect and care for nature was buried. The fourth phase is
the post-industrialization phase where we realized our mistakes towards nature.
Here we turn to construct a conscious realization that nature should be treated
in a more sensitive and fraternal style. But due to some of our vested interests
we are not able to practice it in a visible form.

In parallel to these phases, there are issues pertaining to gender, social
commitment and culture. We would also derive such an evolution from the
human attitude towards women and him(herjself. Human attitude towards
oneself goes through a similar mode of evolution. Being a child (the first phase)
we have a care and devotion to our body. The second phase starts in the
adolescence, Even though we are careful about cur body in the adolescent age,
we blemish it for our silly needs. The 'Youth' is similar to the third phase where
we actually dominate our body. We exploit our body for our selfish motives or
interests. We work hard, not for a peaceful balanced life but for fulfilling some of
our selfish desires. We consume intoxicating and carcinogenic substances
deliberately even in the lights of the warnings issued. As we pass over to the
middle ages it seems similar to the fourth phase. We came to the unconscious
realization that we have made mistakes or we have overstrained with our own
physical body. But due to our taming and mental reluctance we are not able to
make a change.
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The term 'creed’ means a set of beliefs. The
general human psychic perspective towards
nature is conflicting and is also a dichotomy
of social conscience. It is not a surprising fact
that human attitude towards environment is
absolutely parallel or equivalent to the
attitude towards oneself. Though we have
thoughts that prompt us to care for nature, it
gets vanished easily. It is because thoughts
are not as influential as beliefs. The solution
pertaining to these issues are hidden within
ourselves. What we need is self-introspections
and self-criticisms about our beliefs that
mould our needs, desires, abilities and
activities, rather than a reconstruction after a
deconstruction. There is a need for an
evolution of a new creed.

“Nature is the inorganic body of the man.
Even a whole society, a nation, or all
contemporary societies taken together, are
not the absolute owners of the earth.

They are only its occupants, its beneficiaries
and like a good paterfamilias have to leave it
in improved condition to following
generations.”

-Karl Marx
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I'l.nci e my hnmf
the wonds filled with
wind, water, trees
and above all, love

I'm afraid it's gone,

with the last drop of kindness
strained out from the
*human heart”.

Ilost my home,

when trees were cut down;
when branches filled with love
was defeated by the axe of greed.

[ lost my blood,

when the last river,

that gave lives to a million,
turmed into a desert.

Now I'malone
Alone, in this fast world,

Hey world, are you fast enough

to give me back my home,

Oh, I'm sorry, | forgot,

You're only fast enough to destroy everything
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WHEN | WAS THE DIARY AND
SHE THE PEN: THE LAST ENTRY ==y

BA ENGLISH

“The wings of mine were chopped and clipped at the beginning. | was allowed to let them
free, feel the air for some time- the flight of a caged bird though. After a while, | decided to
tranascend my bars, and embrace the blue sky, like an Eagle soaring high; little did | know
that my destiny was to be the caged bird all over again. Once again, [ shook off all the
hooks that tethered me down from reaching the sky, to catch up with me? So, here | am
with what | always wanted , craved , yet lacked - a little light, a little flight, a little love,

People who entered my life crumpled my hopes- crushed my white roses without fail, till
they bled to death. Still, | watered them and kept myself cheerful, hoping for sunshine.
When I got to know the unknown, the earlier “*known” had turned unknown. We always
find ourselves in one end or the other, meeting the shadow of our dreams in the middle of
the journey. But it was the time when each of us did not know what we each sought. But
when we reach the dead end, we know. By then it had already become the proverbial
spilled milk. We promise ourselves to meet each other in eternity, unaware when that
would be, This is where our hopes die, giving birth to another.

| soon found out what | really wanted was not the life of an Eagle, but of a Gypsy Tern. It
had never dawned upon, had never bubbled inside me; but laid quiet in my depths,
without me ever acknowledging it, until now. Heights were never my thing, but places and
people were; 1 wanted to come up, face the unfamiliar , the exotic , and wanted them to
remain so even after our encounter; and once in a while, | wanted to go back to them , just
to ensure they were there. | wanted a change and wanted it to go on- a life that gets new
and unpredictable, each moment, something unheard of and unfelt before. A change that
would be the only variable and the only constant at the same time of “time”.

| was ready for that flight, my dream of spreading my wings to soar high. Unable | was to
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identify the sky; it too had undergone a
transformation like me. The thin rope bridge
between us had broken, without us noticing it. |
had become unfamiliar to it, it became thus to me.
Altogether two different entities we became, two
different parts of a great whole; each searching and
finding what it searched, only to acknowledge that
it wasn't what they were afterall this time.

When life slipped in and out of my hands, | escaped
to the dark corners of my mind. [ built a cage, a dark
one, around myself, As the first rays of light
touched my cage, 1 thought | was ready for the
takeoff to my sky. | had said, Lol life, here | come’,
but the time or the " forced me to enter and leave
my cage from time to time. | hated and loved the
same things. | wanted them badly, yet wanted to
remove them from myself, all at the same time. 1
craved for something; | never got it. Trying in vain,
to fool myself-T have everything that I ever wanted',
I had to realize that they were hallucinations, an
illusion that my mind had created to prevent ‘'me’
from wandering to the dark corners [ had thought
was mine, mine alone.

1 tried to make the people | loathed think that | had
everything that fitted their matrix of happiness and
comfort. But did it make me happy? No, | was not
happy living with someone else's definition of
happiness. It was, and remained a crux of
strangeness, of hostility. | could not find my idea of
happiness which seemed to be lost in the stream of
thoughts, | hoped were mine. However much I tried,
I kept on losing it again and again, finally allowing it
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to disappear completely. It was only then that | started to question myself - who am I?
What is life? What is it for? Ultimately, what is its significance? Is it an adventure or justa
passing sight? - Never did [ find 'my’ answer,

I tried to wriggle myself out of the ropes that were wound around me; it kept on getting
tight, so tight that it suffocated me. 1 cut loose myself from one rope, only to be wound
around by another. Feeling hopeful | opened every door, only to be left hopeless again.

I took the road to escape from one plane (or pain), but it led me to another, a deep dark
tunnel with no light. | would've been content with the light of a tiny firefly; but it looked
like the fireflies too had joined the conspiracy, the one against me. I eould never elope
with my life to my dream.

Once again | started my journey, only to taste the old sour wine. Took a different path, but
it led me to the same destination. When | reached there, I got the familiar feeling of the
forgetfulness of the meaning of another journey. It toock me several journeys to
understand that it was not my dreams in itself, but the feeling of being close to them
which rendered the ultimate bliss of my soul”.

With this she abruptly ended her monologue and walked away, leaving me perplexed on
that wooden beach, looking out at the red sea.As always, her exit was as strange as her
entry. That morning out of the blue, | had received a call from her. When | answered, she
just uttered or rather, muttered a string of words, “Meet me. 66 clock. Late End Beach.
Our old bench near the grandpa tree.” and hung up. If anybody else had made such a
strange demand, | would've instantly declined; but it was her, my childhood friend to
whom [ confided everything from my first love to all most everything till my late teens.
Next morning she shocked me again; this time not only me, but everyone else- she had left
behind her ethereal body (without her tender, tough soul) to go to “her” higher plane.
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7K Girls Bn. 'Qf 3
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Care taker : MINU JOYS
AND : Lt. G.GEETHIKA
(Rejoined in February 2016

CADET APPOINTMENTS
BUQ JAYALAKSMIMP

JUD AATHIRA NAIR

JUD SLJ1 ELSA PAUL

JUD MEERA JACOB

CSM GILDA MANI

CQMBE SUMI MARIYA SUNNY

The girl's wing of NCC sub unit of Union Christian
College had an eventful year. The NCC activities for this
academic year also given us an opportunity to serve the
college and the community. Our girl's wing succesded in
putting forth a remarkable performance in streams of
activities,
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Parades

Parade sessions for the year 2015-'16 began with the enrallment campaign July 2015.The
training activities including regular parades started by July. Parades were presided by the
parade instructors from battalion. Drill practices and

theory classes were also included in parade sessions Additional training classes were conducted
for B and C certificate examinations.Yoga training was given to cadets for participating in
International Yoga Day

Camps.
Cadets from our wing had attended several camps during this academic year. Performance of our
cadets in each camp were remarkable.

Camps attended by cadets
Youth exchange programme, Bhutan - JUO MEERAJACOB
Republic day camp Delhi : 1) JUOSLIIELSA PAUL
2 SUO SEFIGEORGE
National integration camp, Malappuram SGT.DILSHADAVIS
Rock climbing camp, Gwalior ! CSM SRUTHY SREEDHARAN

Combined Annual Training Camp, Guruvayoor (August 2015)-55 cadets
OTHER ACTIVITIES

1) World Environment Day -June 5, 3015
World environment day celebrations started by planting saplings around the college campus.A
cleaning program was conducted in AluvaManappuram as a part of environment day activities.

Z2|International Day of Yoga-June 21, 3015

A collective yoga performance was conducted by the 7 Kerals Girls Bn. At St.Josephcollege
JIrinjalakkuda. Cadets were given proper training on yoga for participating in the International
Yopa Day

3)Anti narcotics day —June 26,2015
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An awareness rally was organized collectively by various
organizations of ourcollege.nce cadets participated in the
rally by holding the placards prepared by themselves.
Following the rally an awareness class was also held for all
the students.

4)Blood donation camp-July 2015

Most of our cadets donated blood in a camp conducted
atAluvaVidhyadiraja school for spreading awarenesa af
importance of blood donation.

Sjindependence Day celebrations -Aug 15, 2015

As like every year ceremonial parades were held on
Independence day.Dr.ThomasMathew ,ourhon'ble
principal was the chief guest. The celebrations began with
ceremonial parades,platoon reviews followed by flag
hoisting . Independence day message was delivered by the
Principal. Representatives of NSS unitssporis and
various other organizations of college and stalf of the
college attended the ceremonies.

6)Run For Anti Drugs Awareness-September

27,2015
The NCC unit of the college conducted a run for awareness
about usage of drugs among the youth.The run was

flngged off by the principal.

7) SwachBharathAbhiyan-October 2,2015
The NCC cadets cleaned the college campus and the firing
range of or sub unit as a part of Swach Bharat Abhiyan.

B} NCC Day-November 24 ,2015

The 65th NCC day was celebrated by organizing a massive
run. On the oceasion our hon'ble Principal Dr.Thomas
Mathew flagged off the run and felicitation message
emphasizing on the importance of NCC was given by the
Principal,

9) Seminar on disaster management-November
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27,2015

A seminar on various disaster management techniques was held at St.Xavierscollege for
women, Aluva. The topics dealt with providing emergency helpa in disastrous situations and
proper demonstrations were also given for the cadets. NCC cadets from our wing also
participated in the seminar. On the same day a debate was held at SP office on the topic *whether
harials are necessary or not”. Cadets representing our unit also participated in the debate.

10) AIDS day Awareness rally-December 1,2015

A cycle rally was organized on account of AIDS day. Cadets joined the cycle rally which started
from our college to Eloor. Awareness on importance of blood donation, preventive measures of
AIDS was also given

11) Exhibition and orientation cluss on Defence forces

An orientation class for joining various defence forces was organized by Youth Inspire club and
the NCC sub unit of our college at TB Ninan hall. It was an informative class for the cadets and
they were abled to express their doubts and seeking clarifications on joining defence forces in
Indin. In the next session an exhibition was conducted on defence forces and commemaorating
soldiers who lost their lives in Pathankkot

12) Republic day celebration-January 26,2016

As like every year Republic Day celebrations were carried out by conducting ceremonial
parades condigen drill competitions, piatoon reviews and distributing prize for the best cadet(SD
& SW),cadets who have secured outstanding achievements in NCC. Flag was hoisted by
Dr.SheelaKumarilssac in the presence of all tha staff of our college.

Cadets also worked as volunteers for various programs

‘uJob fmir 2015
- Orientation classes for first years
' Sports day rally

18 cadets appeared and passed C certificate examination. 20 cadets appeared and passed B
certificate examination.

YEP: 1)JUOMEERAJACOB{BHUTAN 2015)
2) SUO SEFI GEORGE

(Selected for YEP Srilanka, 2016)

RDC: 1)JUO SLJ1 ELSA PAUL (Rajpath)

2)8U0 SEF1 GEORGE (Rajpath)
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National Cadet Corps is a Tri-Services Organization comprising the Army, Navy and Air Force,
engaged in grooming the youth - “The Leaders of Tomorrow” - into disciplined and patriotic
citizens. [t aims to develop character, comradeship, discipline, leadership, secular Outlook, spirit
of Adventure, and ideals of selfless service amongst the youth of the country. It also provides a
suitable environment to motivate the youth to take up a career in nrmed forces.

NCC Units of Union Christian College, Aluva has prestigious record of contributions to the prestige
BET SACHIN NYXON T5C - 2014 of the l-g._-."q_-gg

Our cadets attended several camps during the academic year and did make our college proud by
performing extremely well. The most prestigious of all achievements of this vear was, as previous
years we marked our presence in the Republic Day Parade held at New Delhi. This year SUO Basil
Jose atlended the Republic Day Camp - 2016 held at New Delhi and Sgt. Sachin Nixon attended
ThalSanik Camp - 2016 held at Dethi. SUO Mohammed Irfan, UO Meera Jacob and U0 Athira Nair
made us proud by being selected for the prestigious Youth Exchange Programme (YEP at Russia,
Brhtan and Singapore respectively

Early this year 33 of our cadets attend the Combined Annual Training Camp [CATC/TSC-1,TSC-2
at UC College, Aluva. Sgt. Melvin attended National Integration Camp at Biharand Sgt. Ajith P.V.
attended National Integration Camp at Mumbai. UO Sam Shaji and five cadets attended Army
Attachment Camp at Pangode, Trivandrum coordinated by 9 Madras Regiment.

NCC units has done different social activities like Seminars, Rally, Cleaning and Cultural
Programmes in connection with the International Anti-Narcotics/Drugs Day, NCC Day
celebrations, World AIDS Day, International Youth Day etc. Our college was the venue for NCC *B®
and “C" Certificate Examinations. More than thousand cadets from different institutions of NCC
Emakulam Group attended the examinations.
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“NOT ME BUT YOU ”
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The N5S unit at UC Collegre focuses on the wholesame nurturing of its members through initiating
them into the varied facets of its community service. The yearlong activities are so envisaged and
planed as to instil the spirit of team work, selfless service and good volunteerism in the youngsters,
eventually moulding and making them energetic, selfless, compassionate leaders, whose very
actions manifest the N58 motto"Not Me But Thou®. About 200 active N5S volunieers were whole
heartedly engaged in the development and service of campus and community under the leader ship
of the programme officers. Programmes conducted by NS5 Unit in the academic year 2015-2016:

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

World Environment day was observed in assoctation with NCC and Malayalam Department. The
programme was presided by Aluva rural S.P Sri. Yatish Chandra IPS. Representatives of
Elders'Forum, Alangad YMCA, Deen club were also present. Later, students of the college cleaned
thecampus under the leadership of the volunteers, after which the NS5 volunteers marched to
AluvaManpapuram , and cleaned the premises.Dr. M1 Punnoose, Sri. Dileep Alappuzha and
SriAnsif Ali Komu guided the programme .On the same day,a few other NSS volunteers attended &
one day camp at 5T.Theresa's College in which they were taught to make BhoomithraSanchi.a
complete eco-friendly hand bag. The class was headed by Miss Salima.a social worker

CAMPER'S DAY
Camper's day was conducted on June 20, 2015,17 new executives were selected withAnandhu
Mohan(2ndBse Chemistry) and Anjana C M (2NDBsc Physies) as the volunteer secretaries

FAREWELL
The senior executives were given farewell on June 24, 2015 at Mangaloppuzha Seminary.

Anti-Drug Day

Anti-Drug day programmes were conducted on June 26, 2015 at 12.45 pm. Anti-Drug day rally
was conducted. Famous carioonist and artist ,Mr.Ibrahim Badushawas the chief guest of the
programme. Principal,Dr.Thomas P Mathew , FTA Representative , Mr.Bently Thadikkaran ,
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College Chaplain, Representatives of Elder's Forum and
YMCA Alangad graced the occasion. The students took an
cath against the usage of drugs. The result of the poster
competition held in association with the programme was
also announced.

YOGA DAY

International Yoga day was observed on June 21, 2015, A
Yoga demonstration class was taken by NSS Programme
officer, Jenish Paul.

VOLUNTEER SECRETARIES TRAINING CAMP

The Mahatma Gandhi University National Service Scheme
organized Volunteer Secretaries iraining camp at Bishop
Kurialacherry College Amalagiri from 19th to 21st of June
2015, The NSS volunteer secretaries attended the camp.

HELP DESK

Eight NS5 members formed a help desk and volunteered
in the admission process of first allotment of First year
students,

ANTI-RAGGING CELL
NSS volunteers formed anti-ragging cell which monitored
the nctivities of the student in the college.

ORIENTATION
Combined orentation of NCC, NSS and Pain and Palliative
care units was conducted on 3rd August 2015,

WORLD PEACE DAY CELEBRATION

World Peace day was celebrated on 6th of August 2015 at
VMA hall. Japanese exchange students LissaFulimoto,
Lisuke Matsu da, Koseeno, Nobayano Kobayashimade a
presentation based on old Peace Day celebrations. The
students joined them in making SadakoCranes , which
was then displayed in front of the library.

INEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
NSS volunteers and NCC Cadets participated in the Independence day celebration held at the
college. One day camp "Harithasparsham'was organised in association with this. The camp was
organized to emphasise the importance of organic farming and eco-friendly carry bags.

TEACHER'S DAY AND LITERACY DAY

As part of the celebrations of Teacher's day (5-9-2015) and World Literncy Day (8-9-2015) the N535
wing launched a projectnamed *Pusthaka petii®. Themain objective was to collect maximum
number of books from students  in order to set libraries in rural places. The program was
inaugurated by Dr,Sheelakumari Isaac (HOD, Chemistry dept.), All the students were requested to
contribute at least a single book.

BLOOD DOMNATION CAMP

On 17 September 2014, 21 N5S volunteers, 23 NCC Cadets and executives attended a one day
blood donation camporganised by Aluva District hospital VidhyndhirsjaVidhyabhavan Higher
Secondary, Aluva. The volunteers donated their blood to the blood bankwith the support of the
medical team.

ONAM CELEBRATION WITHBLINDS
NSS Volunteers celebrated Onam with the students and staff of theSchool for Blind-Keezhmad,
Aluva, Cultural Programmes and Competitions were conducted for them

NES DAY

NSS day was commemorated with the flag hoisting ceremony done to the tune of the NSSsong on
September 24, Volunteers actively participated in cleaning the campus and setting up a
“Dashapushpam” garden.

MEMORY WALK

NSS unit ,Union Christian college participated in memory walk-2015 organised by Alzheimer's
and related disorders society of India from RajendraMaidan to Marine Drive, where they received a
cash prize of 1000 rupees.

PLACEMENT CELL
N&S Volunteers volunteered placement cell program which was held at UCC on 26-9-2015.

ANTI-DRUG DAY

The Rotary Club of Cochin in collaboration with Ermakulum Rural Police andMurugappa group
conducted a seminar, as well as rally on 28-08-16.The NSS volunteers participated in this rally.
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SUCHITHVA BHODHANA YAJNAM

Inauguration of 'SuchithvaBhodhanaYajnam’' was held at
Union Christian College on 29-09-2016. Fr.George Peter
CMI , Renjith K.U (Coordinator, 8BY) Capt .K.S
Narayanan, Dr.M.lL.Punnoose (Dean Academics) Jijo
Thomas [Asst.Co-ordinator, SBY) graced the function. An
exhibition was st up in front of the VMA hall.

GANDHI JAYANTHI

In connection with Gandhi Jayanthi, en Ocit 2, the
volunteers visited the Keeshmad Blind School and helped
in setting up a Cricket Stadium for the Blinds.

WE CAREVISIT
NSS valunteers visited We Care Special School on 20th
October and donated study materials

JYOTHIRGAMAYA-THE HELPING HAND

The study materials collected as part of
“JYOTHIRGAMAYA" were distributed in a function held
on October 20, 2015. Chief guest of the programme was
Dr.MansoorHassan , director of We Care Foundation,

WHITE CANE DAY

White cane day was celebrated on October 14.Volunteers
were given a training class on how to help blind people.
The cluss was conducted byMr.Sunil from Blind School,
Keczhmad along with four of his students,

STUDENT DAY

NS5 celebrated the birthday of our former PresidentDr
A.P.J Abdul Kalamwith the eminent poet N.K Desam . An
essay writing competition was also held.

MITHRADHAM GLOBAL VILLAGE

Volunteers visited Mithradham global village,
Chunangamveli on Nov 1st.Nsa volunteers interacted with
German students and attended a workshop on the subject
‘Energy Sources’.
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EYE AWARENESS PROGRAME
An eye awarenessprogramme in association with Rajagiri Hospital, Chunangamveli was
conducted by NS5 unit of UC College on 06-11-2015

EUNOIA

Two volunteers from our college attended The one day Inter collegiate camp of Mahatma
Gandhi University National Service Scheme of Mar Thoma college for Women, Perumbavoor on
Gith November 20135,

SOUTH INDIAN BLIND CHESS COMPETITION
NSS volunteers from UCC volunteered at the South Indian Chess Competition held at Blind
School Keezghmad from 28-11-2015 1o 30-11-2015

AlDS DAY
An AIDS awareness class led by Mr . Anoop, councillorat ICTC ,was conducted on (01-12-2015.

SEVEN DAY CAMP

NSS seven day camp was held from 18th December 2015to 24th December 2015 at kottapady
mar Elias higher secondary school in association with kottapadygramapanchayath. The major
programmes of the camp includes motivational classes ,awareness programmes Jpersonality
development programmes, counselling camps, govt. hospital cleaning, kottapady temple road
renovation,public reservoircleaning, school compound cleaning and vegetable garden setting,
police station premises cleaning and vegetable garden sctting medical garden setting eye
testing camp for the public and panchayath library renovation. Upholding “Swach Bharat
Abhivan® , volunteers marched to Kottapady Town and performed a street play. A counselling
session led by Prof. ShemaEapen, Department of Psychology , UC College wasa yet another
programme. The cultural evening "“COLOURS” was organized for the public.

SUCHITWA BHODHANA YAJNAM

SuchithwaBhothanayvajnamin association with NSS unit of Union Christian College, Aluva
conducted a rally to create awareness among students and public on the importance of publie
and individual cleanliness. The program was conducted on 2 January 2016, The rally began from
Adwaidha ashramam. George Peter Pittapillil (Director Mithradam), Mr.Francis (artist),
ChinnanPainadan [environmentalist), JeppyVelamanoor were also participated in the rally.

SEMINAR ON ANTI-DRUG NARCOTIC CELL
On 11-1-2016 Monday, an Anti-Drug Seminar was conducted on behalf of Union Christian
College, Youth Commission, Excise Department, NSSand NCC . Excise department Civil
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Preventive officer Sri.V.T Job and Youth Commission
Co-ordinator Adv.M.A. Shiyns delivered the presidential
address

YOUTHWEEK CELEBRATION

The eelebrations of Youth Week was inaugurated by
Dr.Thomas Mathew, the Principal of UC College, Aluva
The competitions like one minute talk, essay and poetry
writing and spot dance were conducted as part of the
eelebration

STREET PLAY COMPETITION
Volunteers from UC College won second prize in street
play competition held at St. Xavier's College Aluva

RAILWAY STATION CLEANING

In collaboration with Ernakulam District Suchithwa
Mission, NSS velunteers cleaned Aluva railway station
premises following which a sireet play was presented

IDAMALAYAR TRIBAL COLONY VISIT

NSS Volunteers visited a tribal colony in ldamalayar and
distributed the books collected as part of
*Pusthakapetti® programme to the students of the tribal
schoaol.

ANNUAL DAY AT BLIND SCHOOL
NSS executives volunteered at the annual day
celebration of Blind School, Keeghmad,

SUCHITWA BODHANA YAJNAM FELICITATION

N3S5 Linit was awarded the second position in the district
SuchitwaBodhanaYajnam -cleaning drive at the college
level
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. SPORTS REPORT

This year, 39 students represented M.G University in the
various All India Inter University championship and 25
students represented Kerala state in the various national
championship. The achievement of U.C.Caollege in the MG
University sports and gamecs competitions are the

following:

Winners In:

" Hockey women

r Hockey Men

Runners up in:

- Judo women

F Fencing women
. - Aquatics Wornen

" Water polo Men

o Netball Men

- Softball Men

e Baseball Men
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Third place in:
P Judo men

Fourth place In:
#  Aguatics men

Mational champilonships

Ashik.M.Anil represented Kerala State in the Junior National Throw ball championship and
secured bronze medal. He also represented Kerala State in the Senior National Throw ball and
Baseball championship.

Abhilash Subran represented Kerala State in the senjor National Baseball cham plonship.

Amrutha Santhosh, Pratheesha K, Mrudhularaj and Joshni. P.M represented Kerala state in the
Women's National Hockey championship.

Amrutha Santhosh Pratheeksha K, Ajju. P.Andrews, Davood Aboobecker ljas Ahamed and
Muhammed Rishad selected to represent Kerala State in the forthcoming Senior National Hockey
championahip

Individual champlonship
Jiya Joseph of Il BSc Psychology secured individual championship in the MG University Aquatics
champlionship.

Tournament organized

UC organized 23rd Dr.A.K.Baby Memorial South Zone Hockey tournament from 20th to 22nd
January 2016. In the men section Union Christian College fwinners|, LNCPE, Trivandrum (runner
up) and in women section UC College emerged winners and St.Marya Callege, Thrissur aecured
second position.

Organised 43rd Union Christian College Basketball tournament on 4th and 5th September 2015,
In the men section Mar Baselious Eng, College (winners), Mar Ivanios, Trivandrum {runner up] and
in women section St.Joseph's College, Irinjalakuda emerged as winners and St Xaviers Aluva
secured second position

94th College Annual Athletic Meet is an important event in the student’s life. The College Sports day
2015-16 was conducted on 19th, 22nd and 23rd February 2016. The ground looked colorful with
march-past by 14 different departments; the dignitaries took the salute from march-past, which
was followed by oath taking ceremony by athletes and an aerobic display by Hockey girls. To enliven
the sports event, the Olympic torch was taken up by the students. The three day sports meet
involved the enthusiastic participation of all the students' The overall rolling shield was bagged by
the Economics department. The winners of the various events and March past were awarded with
trophies, medals and certificates.

Inter department games were organized in the following discipline:
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Men section Winners

Football Malayalam
Cricket - Malayalam
Basketball Chemistry
Chess Maths

Shuttle Badminton Maths

Womaen Saction

Basketball Maths

The department of Physical education is organizing two
extension activities for the nearby community from 2013
onwards and it is still continuing in excellent manner. In

associntion with College women Cell a programme for Sell

defense training for women students of the College in
Karate is also ongoing from the year 2014 onwards.

The department of Physical Education organized
following sports and Games championship and camps

Popular Vehicles
& Services

WE ASSURE YOU —
QUALITY g8
SERVICE ALWAYS.

www.popularmaruti.com
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during the yvear 2014-15;

MG University Hockey women camp |
MG University Men Baseball camp

Ernakulam District Netball Championship

Kerala state senior hockey champlonship - for men and women

Kerala State SubJunior hockey champlonship - for men and women F‘
Trophies instituted

Prof.C.G.Varghese, Former — HOD, Physical Education has donated an ever rolling trophy for the
department who win s overall championship in Sparts and games M

The BA Malayalam 2011-14 batch instituted Ajas memarial ever rolling trophy in memory of their
friend Ajas.C.A for team who wins overall championship in College Annual Athletic meet.

Kuttukaran

Toll Free No: 1800 123 8090
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Vignesh Raj
BA English

the longest day cannot
subsume the coldest
nights spent invocating
the images, world shaped on you
the darkest hour cannot
imagine the despair

of being under the
lambent light.

what i fear is not the
dark.

it is the inutility to see
shone under a light.

no idea what's proceeding
it scares me to think

the idea of being there in full flesh
oh! the dangers of such a
possibility.

is light the friend then
name me a man who

have seen the sun without
closing his eyes
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SBajidh C K
B8.5¢ Physics

Up | was going on a flight of stairs.

There was with me a friend of mine

We walked up top, but he fell down someplace
| didn't look back: I elimbed up top.

I was never like this, before, you know?

But the world taught me that | was WIOng;

It taught me how to step on my friend;

And not to look back when they fall down,
Now, | am here at the top! Or Am I?

Who is gonna catch me when 1 fall down from the lop???

73
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Unnatural offence, whoever volentarily has
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As unproclaimed emergency | meant anything which is written against the povernment
will be interrogated and banned. What's happening in JNU HCU and FTII will happen to

63 6)@ D us someday. If we let it happen again and again, the power structure of the elite class will
continue to subjugate the voices of the minority.

- ing i i
. (:g Q_.I :){’?}Lg 5 5 Also by Ilnngng thc_ snr:m_l questions into a college magazine will help the students to have
et 52 debate and discussion within their peer group, classmates etc. Political mobilization and
participation in Pondicherry university is very less when compared to other central

- universities. Therefore, it was an attempt from the council to make people aware about
To Anjali G, Student Editor of the highly the harsh realities of saffronization, sanskritisation etc.
hunted college magazine Widerstand' As an editor, what i had in my mind is that letters are essential for restructuring the

of Pondich Uni it existing anarchy.

;- When considering the disposition of a magazine
editor, how much distance do you think there is,
from a magazine filled with mere nostalgic clichés
to the words of resistance?

A:- The practical difficulty of being in a central
university is that we are not getting a common
platform to reach each and every students in the
university.
So more than a dialogue a common medium will
help to propagate the ideas we wanted to convey. ' -
Magazines are essentials in any school/college or =1 Siephens Wleckly
. university. Since our country was going through an
unproclaimed emergency situation, it was
necessary to talk about how the resistance evolve
from the masses, let it be students, the minorities P, Poung
and the women. T et i et et gt i P 1 S
Rather than focusing on cliché poems or articles,
we thought of talking about the politics of

resistance.
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TO SPEAK ON
GENDERED" ISLAMOPHOBIA

AND HOW | (WE) CHOSE 'NOT TO'

And since personal is political and what 'is’ political
is The personal, we (1) have ultimately mustered the
courage to speak upon the Hijabi discourse.
Thanks to those jingoistic secularists- who
constantly pestered /lectured me and many of us on
our ‘wrong' choice ("And, You ultimately had an
alliance with the misogynistic creed! Now stop
reading Beauvoir, Woolf and Millet, Oh! You are
caught...I")-and of the worst the (pseudo) paternal
patriarchs and guardians of Islamic 'morality

Simi Salim
BA Engiish

(*Now you have 'accepted it', we would / should be your ‘guardian’ angels”)

Until fifteen, | had no idea of what hijab re-presented - partly because of the 'excessive’
spirit of liberal values amidst which I grew up and of course, due to the schooling which
normalized and internalized within me a ‘'non-hijabic’ culture [Yes! 1 had that boundless
zest for being a ‘new woman'). We never wore hijab/wanted to- as being the
disciplined /carefully bred new woman.’ Every talk on hijab amongst friend circles ended
in ellipses and non-adherence to Islamic veil was an unwritten norm of the school.
Similiar ‘'secular’ acts of progress and liberation was witnessed in neighboring schools
and we grew up as Pinafore claded, half sleeved liberated /white / European* women
within braided hairs and 'bred’ discipline. The grim underbellies of this ‘engendering’
often lurked into me - often through my political science text books, in tits and bits within
our 'female spaces’ but was often left at disturbing ‘silences’,

Cut™

And thus it ended, for the first time ever in the history of school we were ultimately
granted permission to wear Hijab (Yeah, it was a 'permission’).And all of a sudden | had
my braided plates inside my veil, | felt a 'misfit’ among friends and even was commented
upon by a teacher that our veils disturbed the ‘uniformity’ of the class and that the ‘scenic
beauty’ of the class was lost with three-four students ‘wearing a cloth over the head'. Yes,
[ felt guilty, guilty for an (unconscious) political act!

Cur*

No, no hijab in college. 1 needed those (Left) liberal spaces. | was in it. Comfortable, cosy
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content. With many like me - the ‘autonomous
bunch of muslim women.

Can™®

And yes, there were ruptures in those 'well kept’
spaces when | deliberately choose 'to’. There was
mockery - “Itis her usual madness”, they say.

((You and I are never freed from orthodoxy - from
corrupt priesthood who sets our ‘marrieagable age’,
deny us our entry to the mosques(our very right!),
institutionalize dowry and legitimate 'all men’
political parties. And, most importantly, we are not
liberated from the menacles of fanatic ‘secular
gazes' who desperately wants us to get liberated
and earmarks us as a shy, submissive hijabi. We,
under the double binds tinted with gendered
Islamophobia. And thanks to the progressive
conscious which have constructed the dichotomy
of 'Good muslim/Bad muslim’ with the ‘good’ being
the 'all white' figure, the moderate, the un-hijabi
and for me the 'tamed’ disciple of elite Savarna
etiquette,

And what makes 'us' the repugnant lot? We
decolonize your all white-feminism. We denounce
your secular spaces which deny us an agency and
view as miserable 'caught-in' beings. We celebrate
our Otherness in hijab (And we know how Said was
disappointed with Beauvoir).We mock at your ‘over
romanticization' over our abaya and spit at your
scale which measures us as a product In
matrimonial market. And this is gender violencell))
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Eldho Roy
B.Sc E&CM

I still remember that day;
the day | was shattered;
the day i was torn;

the day you were gone.

I still get the feeling, once a while,

that you are right around us,

you are sitting in the class, near the window,
smiling as | pass by.

I still get the feeling that you are standing

near the verumaram like you always used to,
along with your friends, humming along, with the
songs of nandu; just like others.

I still get the feeling, that you are just behind
Thala

while he walks towards us calling daaaa...
5till can't believe it that almost an year

has passed by without you.

It's hard, it's sad, it's devastating,

it's impossible, but true.

Are you hearing us brother?

If you are, then just know the fact that
You are too much loved.

You are too much remembered

And that we all miss you....
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Poaja E R
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It's been months since | have felt sleepy like this. |
am too sleepy today. Maybe it's the fire of
satisfaction and peace slowly trying to put out by
itsell,

Yes, this is the day that I've been waiting to arrive
for the past three-and-a-half-years. I've been doing
nothing, but wait. From that very moment that |
came to know that the man who destroyed my sleep
was still alive. Today I finally did it; correcting all the
mistakes that | accidently (out of lack of knowledge)
did the last time. This time it was perfect. Perfect
like the hitchcockian way. Like Vertigo, like Psycho,
like Rear Window, like Notorious - it was too much
of perfection. Did the level of perfection went too
much? Oh crap! Who cares? | could do it,

Three years ago, on a March afternoon was the last
time that | tried to do “the payback”. | went to him:
his house. He was shocked to see me,

"1 have been thinking of nothing, but you ever since
that day. | couldn't resist the fact that | had fallen in
love with you ever since that day. [ don't know how. |
don’t even think that it's normal. Sane. But it's true.
I have fallen in love with you ever since you touched
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me. Maybe an attempt of rape for others; but for me it's nothing but making love; for the
sake of the pretentious society let's put it as a fetish love-making. Either way, [ want you, |
want you to do that to me again. [ want to be with you.”

I thought he would understand my intention; but no. After all, he is Just another man
that lusts after the 55-kg-female body'.

He took me in his hands and kissed me hard, He kissed and kissed and kissed. The
feeling of revenge burned in my body and got more intensive as each moment passed. He
took me in his hand, but never stopped kissing - took me into his bed, [ was there again.
He stripped himself while humming a shit song. He came near me and unhooked my
dress. While he reached out for them I took out the blade that | had kept safe in my pocket
and thrashed it into his eyes. It happened in Jjust a second or two. He couldn't do
anything. The next moment | took out a rope that [ had hid in my jacket and tied it around
his neck, firm it was. Too firm. Or that was what I'd thought. [t was too nice to see him
writhe in pain. At first he writhed too hard, tried to reach out for me. But | had it all in my
mind and kept the right distance from him. He slowed down after a minute or two and
then stopped. | untied the rope and kicked him to see if he was still alive; he did not move.
That! Right there! That was where | had gone wrong. | should have checked clearly,
carefully.

But hail that moment that I felt not to do that. That's why [ got the luck to kill him twice.

3 weeks before, while | was going on with my incognito life, | got to know that he was not
dead. Yes! He is still alive. That's when | lost my sleep. But tonight I can sleep; calm,
peaceful, glorious.

| went back for him. This time | had no plan. Ahl Who needs a plan with someone who's
almost completely paralysed?!

I went to his ‘'new house’, He was alone. He had no one, just like I'd expected, just like
always.

*You here to kill me?”

“Oh! You see right through me”
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“It's not seeing through you. From that very day
that I came to know my senses and found out alive,
| have been waiting for you. [ knew you would come
| raped you. I destroyed you. | took the feminity in
you. How can you not kill me.”

“Took the what? Huh? Do you think that a woman &
femininity lies in her parts? Do you think that once
we get raped we are dead? Do you think that once
vour filthy hands have fallen on our body that it's
over for us?

Oh you have mistaken my friend! This is payback
pal. It's just a payback. Just making you suffer
what we had gone through, when we were forced to
do something that we never wished to do with a
person like you. This is just affirming justice for the
gelf--- that the society, which could only mourn,
pity and protest for the victims and nothing else
could provide. This is just to confirm that where the
judiciary had failed, the self gets what it desired.

Oh man! My man! Let your soul never rest in peace
and curse that moment you felt urge down in your
parts and “took away my femininity.”

This time | had a silver knife. A Good one, too
smooth and slit his throat. Ohl It was even more
delightful to see him roll around this time. He again
slowly — slowly- died. I took out his eye patch and
put my finger in it; ufffl That was spongy!

I checked his pulse; Dead.

| cut the vein in both his hands, you know, just to
reaffirm.
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Yes. Dead!
Tonight I can sleep after all.
Tonight | can sleep peacefully

Knowing that the man who had made me feel worthless and spoiled is no more in this
world,

Believing the fact that | can walk through any corner, anytime without having the
trepidation that he might jump out before me

Tonight, for the last time | can be myself and from tomorrow | have to be someone am not
Well, that's what would happen in a crime, right? You can't have it both ways. If you
commit, so shall you [ace it.

| GHECKED
HIS PULSE; DEAD.
| GUT THE VEIN IN BOTH

HIS HANDS, YOU KNOW,
JUST TO REAFFIRM.
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I met an angel; The day | met her,

Her beauty so enchanting, refined, eloquent and
divine.

Her face so sweet.

Her eyes so hypnotizing.

The sweet smell of her perfume,

still lingers in my mind.

Deep fiery auburn hair,

like the fires of the sun.

Her skin so white, delicate and smooth.

A figure so feminine, pleasing and delightful.
A demeanour of quiet expedition,

bordering on shyness.

So delicate and beautiful, wasn't she?
We spoke
We laughed
A mind so profound, her
F speech so eloquent.

Friend in joy,
comforting when sad

. Time too short; an eternity desired;
A love lost.
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Lithin Jose
B.Bc Computer Science

Once, when | was a kid, | had the dream of going to the stars.
| wanted to see the sky from a closer place.

| wanted to sit on the clouds.

Make the rain.

When I got to be a boy, | had the dream of flying high through dancing colors.
I wanted to run across the world and carpe diem.

See the gradients and the inner,

Go north and south.

Being & man made me feel that it was money that | needed.

I wanted to be the head of things.

Rule it all and buy it all.

Be *The Man”,

But years passed and my head turned grey and legs too slow.
Now | got no face, but a skull worth nothing, too hollow,

I got no life, but | daydream the kid that [ used to be.

And that one day I'll reach for the stars,
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It's been days and months and still people are shouting;
Justice for Vemulal

Iit's been days and months and still people are shouting;
Where is Najeeb?

It's been days and months and still people are shouting;
Stop Moral Policing!

It's been days and months and still people are shouting;
Grant Freedom of Speech!

It's been days and months and still people are shouting;
Let us wear what we like!

It's been days and months and still people are shouting;
Stop Communal Viclence!

It's been days and months and still people are shouting;
Down with Fascism!

It's been days and months and still people are shouting;
Stop Caste Discrimination!

It's been days and months and still people are shouting;
Free us from saffronisation!

Where is Freedom?

Where is Democracy?

Where is Socialism?

Where are Rights?

Are there only "Duties” left?

The words are that, there is no right time to start speaking;
To raise voice, To protest

for resistance,

And if and only if there is, then it is NOW and ONLY NOWII!
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Uproarious Resistance: Laughs, Queries and
Mahasweta Didi’

When she wrote, Mahasweta Devi made use of all
her reading experiences, memories, direct
experiences and acquired information, to
persistently raise issues of politics, gender and
class. For her, there was nothing to hide in her
activism, politics and writings and she left no gaps
while doing so. The avatar of Mahasweta with her
dark and unforgiving writing, her fire-spitting and
volatile consciousness, and the cutting edge that
populates her words, as she makes human
violence 'visible' to the unseeing adult world is a
familiar one. The Mahasweta that the world has
come to know is a fierce warrior, a serious
woman factivist who accuses, condemns and rips
open the hypocrisy of the social system we live in. It
ia this Mahasweta who won the Jnanpeet and
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Nesthy Rajendran, Alumnus, &
Charl Jacob K, Assistant Professor,

Departmeni of English, UCC

Magsaysay awards and who is unanimously accepted as the Mother of the Dispossessed,
However, a part ol her oeuvre is often left untouched or overlooked - Children's Fiction.
Always there had been this 'other’ side to Mahasweta; one which was light and playful, lit
up with fun and fantasy, a cosy yarn woven to caich the imagination of children. The
Mahasweta that we see in her children’s fiction is "Khuku', the eldest of nine brothers and
sisters in a close-knit family, reliving her childhood days (Sen 4); or 'Didi’', an elder sister
to the adivasi children whom she taught in the tribal schools, or an “old woman" to her
one time roommate Moyna! In these stories we see a Mahasweta who 'appears’ to have
taken a hearty holiday from her awareness-raising programmes and mass agitations, to
play with children, to swing with their fantasies, to give their imagination a nudge.
Mahasweta started writing for children from 1965, in Mouchak, & well-established
Bengali children's literary magazine that she herself had read in her younger days. From
1975, her stories began to appear in Sandesh, another children's magazine, when
Satyajit Ray was one of its editors (Sen 5). A curt glance at three of Mahasweta's short
fiction for children follows.

Etoa Munda Won the Battle: A Story About Tribal Life, translated into English by the
eminent literary critic Meenakshi Mukherjee, tells the story of Etoa Munda, a seven year
old tribal boy who fights heavy odds in his quest for acquiring education. The story vividly
describes the customs and way of life of the Munda tribals with black-and-white
photographs interspersed as an aid. The story is set in the village called 'Hathighar' in
West Bengal which was once named 'Salgerya’ (when it belonged to the tribals). Now the
landlords - the Babus -
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own the village and they have taken everything from
the tribals by exploiting their illiteracy and lack of
knowledge about the law and the governmental
system.

Etoa is a curious boy. He is enthusiastic to know
the history of his ancestors, the story of his village
and he is fascinated by 'the fierce battle’ the school
teacher talks about; on his way to the Babu's house
where he works, he pauses to listen to the school
teacher describing 'a battle every day’. Etoa is a
labourer at the Babu's estate, but he dreams of
joining the school. ““Then the arrows darted
through the air. The sky became dark with them.
How can | describe that fierce battle?!” Which is this
battle the school-master talks about? Etoa doesn't
know. Is it the battle of the Mahabharata? Or the
Ramayana?” | Devi 5).

Etoa too wages a battle every day to fill his gunny-
sack; he is a scavenger. But it is a life-battle he is
unaware of: the classic naivety not due to his being
a child but an unsuspecting subaltern. The story is
about how Etoa wins his battle to get education
despite all the hurdles that comes in his way;
indeed, the definitive battle for the subaltern i= the
battle for education. And the narrative is not just
about the tribal boy's first steps towards learning
the lessons of resistance through education; the
story traces an instance of adivasi resistance in
history also - how the Santals fought against the
British under the leadership of Sindhu and Kanhu,
leading to the dispersal of the Santals all over the
land upon losing the fight. Further, Mangal (Etoa’s
grandfather) gives an account of how Birsa Munda,
the Santal leader led his people against the British.
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Mahasweta writes:

After some years Birsa Munda was able to organize the Mundas to rebel against the
British. That was another fierce battle, Arrows flew from our side; they shot with bullets,
Finally we had to accept defeat, too, Like leaves before the wind, we scattered to different
places in Orissa, Bihar, Bengal and Assam. We cleared foresis to make new settlementa.
Today Mundas and Santals can be seen everywhere. (4)

Coming back to the issue of 'battle’, it may be said that it is such battles waged by the
tribals that the school teacher is describing to his students to boost their confidence and
mark their place in history. It is an act of remembering and of consciously reminding
oneself {and others) of the past. On the other hand, the landlord Moti Babu says it was a
“big mistake" (20} on the part of Mangal to send his son and now his grandson to school.
However, the adivasis realize that "without proper education, there is little hope for the
adivasis” (25). They have learned from the betrayal of the Babus that they are being
exploited because of their illiteracy and lack of understanding of the legal system. The
teacher says, “In the old days it was enough to have your bow and arrow. These days
education is your weapon for survival® (38) and he hastens to add and assert that
education is the *first priority” (47). Tragedy strikes Etoa's life when he is forced to
ebandon his schooling to find food and fend for survival after Mangal breaks his legin an
accident. But, when Mangal returns from hospital, he slaps Etoa hard and admonishes
him: *It would have been better if I'd died. So you've become a cowherd again! | so wanted
to save you from being an illiterate farmhand, a slave of the

Babus. Why didn't you sell the jack fruit tree? Why didn't you sell the goats? Why didn't
you go hungry till I returned? Why did you have to do this, Etca?" (55)

A crucial feature of the story is an overlap that is at once mythical and metaphoric; this
overlap [embedded in the story) is the image of Eklavya - for Etoa also, along with his
ancestors like Birsa Munda, Kanhu and Sidhu, is waging a battle against nothingness
with nothing but nothingness. In this fundamental strife, what they truly possess is the
sheer determination not to give up. Arguably, it is such determination(s) that separates
children from adults. Further, if one searches for the ethnicity of Ekalavya, the mythic
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character, he too would emerge as a dispossessed
adivasi boy swindled, marooned and ultimately
failed by his upper caste Guru, Drona. Etoa, the
unprivileged boy, too is weighed down by his
landlord. Nonetheless he fights. His fight is alin to
the fight of his people; a fight that was the harbinger
of all subsequent fights against colonial and
postcolonial oppression and exploitation in the
Indian subcontinent. Curiously, an event that
remains unmarked in official history is the 'reality’
that the first environmental, anti-colonial war
against the British in India was fought by the
Santals. Within the domain of historiography, anti-
colonial tribal insurgencies have occasionally been
recorded and remembered. Even so, it is extremely
ironic that Birsa Munda's statues throughout
different states of northern India depict him as "in
shackles'until recent times (chained for nearly 116

Etua';:‘bntﬂc-lmuwntui]lbutblm-almismged
against such shackles that the civilized society's
hierarchies have laid on him. When looked at from
the perspective of social engineering, it is evident
that the subalterns are cut off from upward social
mobility because they are denied education. The
story delineates the real problems faced by the
tribal children in getting education despite the
availability of infrastructural facilities (though it is
often bare minimum) provided by the government.
Mahasweta has put on record that in the tribal beits
of Bihar, Jharkhand and Gujarat, where she had
worked in close association with the tribals, the
landscapes are generally hilly and schools are far
away. High schools are even harder to reach.
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Therefore it is difficult for the teachers to reach pupils and for pupils to reach teachers.
And for children like Etoa Munda who are real life figures without the protecting shadow
of forefathers, education is a fierce battle to be fought against starvation.

However, such battles are fought with laughter on their faces. A amile or laughter
becomes a powerful weapon for the dispossessed against the authorities. Mahaswets was
one of the rare souls who could say with a smile that the life of the dispossessed, the
subaltern too

ncadadtube ﬁ.llﬂl]gd Agu.mntthe idmlngtuufhntmduhe smﬂed mninhnrmm nf
agitation there was laughter and as she turned tears into rebellions, there too laughter
lingered. The Mahasweta who is deemed as the writer of complex ideas in complex
language, 'simply’ wrote for children and about laughter too. We see Etoa laughing when
Mangal says that he counts years by the moon. All the tribals laugh when they recall how
Gura Sing, one among them, regained his land from the landlord who tricked him into
putting his thumbprints on transaction deeds/papers by giving him alcohol, Gura Sing's
testimony brings out a laughter celebrating the clever clinching of success and justice.
There is an ‘arc of a smile' when Mangal proclaims that the barbarians have united (63)
and there is a smile of pride in Etoa as he hails the name of Birsa Munda, when his battle
has been won. Also, the whole of Nature joins the tribals in their laughter - *The Dulang
and Subarnarekha smiled and flowed... (11), the river, the sky, the grass all sparikled and
laughed in the sun” (64). Here, reading, education, knowledge and history emerge as tools
of resistance - laughing tools that deconstruct with smiles.
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In the beginning of Etoa's story we see Mangal
exhausted with Etoa’s questions. He says: “You ask
too much Etoa. Your father won't have dared to ask
so0 many questions® (2], This exploratory thirst,
characteristic of children, gets magnified as we
meet the protagonist of the next story The Why-
Why Girl. Mahasweta Devi writes, “All over India
there are children, tribal and non-tribal, who
always ask the question 'why'?” and she chooses to
tell one such girl's story - a Shabar girl named
Moyna. The Why-Why Girl is Mahasweta Devi's first
picture book and was first published in 2003. The
story is autobiographical and Mahasweta Devi tells
us how she meets Moyna, a ten year old, and her pet
mongoose. The little girl is so obsessed with finding
answers to her unstoppable train of doubts and
always asks “why?" The postmaster of that region
bemusedly names her “why-why girl” (3).

One fine morning Moyna declares that she would
move in with Mahasweta. When her mother objects
she says “Why not? It's a big hut. How much space
does one old woman need?” referring to Mahasweta
(S). Moyna is neither humble nor grateful towards
her landlord. “Does he ever thank me? Why should
I?" Moyna challenges (3). She just did her work of
tending the goats and promptly came home in the
evening. One day, she hears from Mahasweta that
all the answers to her ‘whys' are in the books; she
decides to learn to read and write. She eagerly tells
other children what she had learned from the
bocks, The story ends with Moyna, now an eighteen
year old primary school teacher at Shabar Samiti,
urging her students to ask questions. It need not be
said (it is too obvious) that Moyna's questions
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basically provide an urge to break the unquestioning silence that we often encounter on
the side of adults; as adults we also tend to "blanket’ (or is it ‘'smother?) children from the
reality that 'resistance’ begins with ‘why' questions.

In both the stories, education for children is marked out as a road to emancipation from
bondages and feudal structures. Education for the subaltern, as Spivak observes, must
be the effort to teach them democratic policies from below. “Upward social mobility is
hard for the subaltern because of the long standing prejudices®; even the intelligent
children are not given real education, thus closing the possibilities for a future leaderora
future electorate (334). The positive signs of resistance learned through education is
amplified and attested by these stories. And in telling these tales Mahasweta is
poignantly sowing seeds of subjectivity and self-respect into ‘child-hearts’ who we all
wish to emerge as ‘brave-hearts' - the posterity who will keep alight the flames of
resistance that will unwaveringly demand a favourable equitable free future.

It is this journey towards political correctness and societal sensitivity that Mahasweta
dictates to her young readers in the third short story under consideration Nyadosh, the
Incredible Cow. Though this story too is autobiographiecal, its narration enticingly centres
on a fish-eating, bone-licking, staircase-mounting, non-conformist, anti-establishment
cow. The cow is named Nyadosh (clumsy] and she belongs to Mahasweta Devi's mother.
Nyadosh possesses all characteristics that a normal cow lacks or is usually 'expected to
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lack’ - she eats up all the school textbooks of
Mahasweta's siblings, from grammar to English
letter writing guides- “the quickest way to study”
(11) - as Mahasweta's father observes. Further, she
says that Nyadosh could have written her own
autobiography if she had only eaten up a penl
Nyadosh later starts a diet of fish and meat and
develops a craving for onions and garlic, acquiring
“legs as strong as a tiger's” in the meantime (12).
Interestingly, Mahasweta offers an observation-as-
highlight that Nyvadosh would possibly be the "only
cow in British ruled India to have Police cases
lodged against her® {13) for she had the habit of
pushing the Bihari Constables who climbed out
after their dip in Ganga back into the river.

The anti-establishment implications of this "event’
cuts across the colonial and postcolonial phases of
the emergence of the 'imagined commumnity’ that is
India and it critiques the hegemonic overtures that
the Indian Sovereign States ominously assumes of
and on. Nyadosh wanders around, refusing to be a
domestic cow and lives in the court grounds where
she delivers her calf. But no one gets to milk
Nyadosh. Later, the cow even gives a go at drinking
palm wine and climbs to the terrace of Mahasweta's
home to watch the moon. She even chases away the
Vet when she falls sick. The germinal idea that is
embedded in the story could be easily identified as
confronting the contemporary ‘beef politics’; issues
ofcow worship and also the traumatic incidents
that are testimonies of fascist aggression which
targets Dalits and Muslims who are either killed or
chastised (read also as 'arrested’) for storing or
eating beef or even for skinning a dead cow, At a
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time when the life of a cow becomes more precious than the life of a human being,
Nyadosh the Incredible Cow roams rampantly, indeed, with her incredible cow-less-ness.
There is no 'elite-casteist-brahminism’ in Nyadosh; in a sense she lives the life of a non-
Hindu, that too in the guise and garb of a scavenger.

The image of the Bmv:ngcrfﬂcaungi:m ecmerges as a major trope that provides an
internal coherence to this small attempt at remembering Mahasweta Devi and her child-
like bond with children. All the three stories hitherto discussed are connected because all
the three protagonists can be viewed, in a metaphorical manner, as scavengers; they
scavenge and they teach us to scavenge — scavenging life to redeem life! They clean up the
mess left behind by the privileged classes, And yet, they emerge as non-conformists who
refuse to be domesticated and controlled. Let us remind ourselves that when Dalits refuse
to do the scavenging jobs, the corpses of the "holy’ cows begins to rot and smell. The story
of Nyadosh 'reads differently’ in this very context; it treads fearlessly into and laughs
boisterously at the fagade of Hindu nationalist politics that polarize communities along
religious lines, This courageous cow does not promote the image of 'cow as mother'. In
Etoa Munda won the Battle too, the cow is presented as a friend of the adivasis, not their
life denier. The 'politics’ of the cow is reaching children!

When writing for grown-ups, Mahasweta is serious. But her stories for children are full of
funny incidents and unforgettable characters. They show a bit of her childhood also.
Fiction of this sort relies for its effect on 'the effect of the real.’ The plausibility of an Etoa
Munda, or a Why-Why Girl is that they have existed as subalterns in specific historical
moments, Of late, many public figures have made imprints on Indian public life by
engaging - often at the cost of their personal sense of calm - with their own community or
with ones they are aligned with; buffeted Tamil writer Perumal Murugan, assassinated
public intellectuals like Narendra Dabholkar, Govind Pansare and Malleshappa
Madivalappa Kalburgi, they had all intervened politically in the public discourses of their
place /region by foregrounding their communities' fissures and by attempting to push the

AN A RN AN RN NN AR RN AR RN RN RN E NN RN RN DR R R AR RN EEEE

AR EREN RERERENOR BN EFRRERODRDRDTE

AEREEEREREERRERR R R RN NN ER RSN ]

SRR ARBARRRRRRARRARNRARARBARRRBRANERERA AR R AW



T N N NN N N N N NN O NN W N NN NN NNy N N NN NN N Ny NN AN N NN NN

" EREEYE R R R R EERE R R RN EREEEEEEEESERE R R E R R R NN R R EE R R R R EENERRERRREERENENENE | L LA BB NS R BN EERERRERREE R EREENENN]

social envelope. They all wrote, and were penalised
for the very act. In this dangerous matrix of writing-
as-activism, Mahasweta stands out perhaps due to
; her world of little tales for little children and owing
to her refusal to be tied down - just like a child
The world Mahasweta conjures up in these stories
is inhabited by tender, real people and animals that
t are free-spirited and enthusiastic. Often, they
appear more civilized than anyone of us. They live
as one with nature and they learn from nature. For
Mahasweta, the first and fundamental right is the
right to dream. And children, as a category, often
end up as the group most denied in termsof their
dreams, Education provides the first siep for the
child to dream with open eves, to laugh with & full
heart, and to question without fear. And the child in
Mahasweta never stopped dreaming. May be that is
why Gayatri Spivak in her obituary for Mahasweta
wrote: “She seemed immortal. Yes, headstrong and

childlike”

3 Neethu
- The story Nyadosh, The Incredible Cow appears
Hn.l'uauw'ir of Children's Fiction titled

Our Non-Veg Cous and  Stories! Notice the way
non-veg' stands out, as a challenge, a query, all at
" Mahasweta Deui writes about the Bandhna

mmmwuﬂm'ﬂnﬁt
tﬁlm'f the cowsheds, beating their

w qruum?iu The cow is
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Puli-Murugan and the Cheetah-Man:
An Aesoplan Journey

Getting to read what is now 'part 1' of this work
sparked this second section. Basically, the
thoughts are fleeting and myriad. However, the
utmost thought is about Puli-Murugan, the 100-
crore-club Malayalam blockbuster film. Yes,
Mahasweta confronts Puli-Murugan! But that can
wait for now.

Mahasweta's Why-Why Girl is essentially about
subversion. Rather, it is about subversion
gpecifically targeting the received familiarity vis-a-
vis gender roles. The conformity that is expected as
to what a female and a male can/not aspire to be,

gets problematised.
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Cutting across historical time, this very issue links up with a certain Kit (Christopher
Marlowe) who attempted a (dis)similar, uncanny 'reverse sweep’ in his moving depiction
of a queer (effeminate, homosexual) king in Edward the Second; yes, even kings, if they
are 'non-conforming, non-heterosexuals’ will be made to bite the dust. Further, Why-
Why Girl also links up with Kit's exact birth-mate/birth-peer Will (Shakespeare) [The two
titans 'celebrated’ their 450th Birthdayis) in 2014). Who can forget or even ignore the
barrage of questions pertaining to ‘cross-dressing' and 'wit' and 'logical sharpness' of the
'pound-of-flesh’ type that emerge with regard to the status and stature and subjectivity
of women in The Merchant of Venice? Is not Will doing approximately (though in a
different tangent] the 'same thing' as Kit in the Portia-Shylock encounter? Somehow,
Sylvia Plath's voice barges in and lingers: 'Daddy, Daddy, You bastard...

Another possible way to look at Mahasweta's children's stories is via the term
‘Deconstruction.’ This term stands in not for destruction but for a certain way of
reading/telling/speaking that makes us aware of the assumed inherent centers that
bind us (sutures us, rather) into notions of ‘common sense’ and 'normalcy.’ As Jacques
Derrida conceived it, any attempt at fixing and fossilising meaning, can eventually evolve
into a fearsome world of fascist exclusivism, othering and ostracisation. On a closer look,
it emerges that it would be much more egalitarian to remind oneself of the ‘absence of a
transcendental center’, in "Whatsoever' we are talking about, and the embedded reality
that meanings are perpetually 'at play’. In fact, Derrida 'played it out' exactly 50 years ago
in the pathbreaking post-structuralist essay 'Structure Sign and Play in the Discourse of
the Human Sciences' [| am writing this on 'that very' day, again a Friday, October 21,
2016!] In a certain sense Mahasweta is deconstructing quite a lot of myths - especially
when one keeps in mind her eminently impish 'non-veg cow’ story; Nyadosh the non-
conformist cow literally explodes the veg myth, the beef myth, the cow-as-mother myth
and the like. Roland Barthes designated myth as depoliticised speech; Mahasweta
sneaks under the skin of many such myths to expose the politics (rather, re-politicise)
that goes into the ‘naturalising’ of such images.

And yet there is a warm laughter that Nyadosh the non-conformist cow elicits even as the
crusts of many myths start to erode. Again, it is the self-same laughter that Etoa Munda
innocently offers us; the sparkle of childhood that warms hearts and makes s want to
be a child again! Laughter as critique; laughter as a potentially subversive tool, a
subterfuge strategy in the face of Power per se. Here too, an intertextual link beckons:
Shakespeare and his exact death-mate/death-peer Miguel de Cervantes [their 400th
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Death anniversary is being commemorated this
very year, 2016/. In their own inimitable ways they
used laughter as a strategy to circumvent the
. surveillance of authority and to conceive an
alternative life-world that can offer a critique of
assumptions pertaining to notions of serious
spectacle, decorum, honour, valour, duty and a
' whole host of related issues. One just has to think of
the evergreen, 'self-appointed-knight' Sir John
Falstaff in Shakespeare's Henry plays; an elderly
'‘gentleman-rogue’ courting valour, chivalry and
love in his own sweet way and in doing so revealing
to us the machinations and the facade of Statecraft
as such. Almost like an uncanny twin there is
Cervante's Sir Don Quixote of La Mancha (again, a
‘self-appointed-knight'l); one cannot but admire the
audacity of the benevolent knight who fights
windmills and who fervently tears puppet theatres
to pieces. And even as he pursues audacious
adventures, he most solemnly conjures up his 'fair
Dulecinante', that too at a life-juncture when the
flushes and vigours of yvouth have deserted himl
Falstaff and Don Quixote, two magnificent
personas who remind us of the whims and fancies
[of people in power) that often constitute and inflect
our lives; they also remind us of the need to resist
total surrender. And the path they choose to fulfill
= this purpose /quest is ridiculously 'out of place’; it is
this out-of-joint feel that leads to laughter -
laughter laughing at the face of power. Here, it
A might be posited that the ripples of this laughter
also has & nascent embedded postcolonial
possibility of incisive critigue and even counter-
narratives; it is this possibility that Mahasweta taps

into in her stories for children.
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I know what you want to ask me: 'What about Puli-Murugan?’

Well, here goes. Yes, Puli-Murugan is the talk and the toast of the town. The story of the
wild hunter - the Tiger Hunter Murugan (the film strains to teach us a little bit of
semantics: Puli, Pulli Puli, Varayan Puli, not Cheetah, not Leopard...it is a Tiger!).
Murugan is filled with vengeance and he wants to kill the 'tiger’, that ended his father’s
life and he does just thatl My mind goes back to all those sepia-tinged, technicolour
Amitabh Bachan flicks which feature the son avenging the death of his father; by wayofa
reverse interpretation our Superhit Puli emerges as a Gabbar-Singh-like villain - poor
Puli.. Paavam Puli!
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And then they wax eloquent about the making of the film being costly. And the ‘returns’
are great too! Megastar Mohanlal back with a bang. Here, one thing to ponder is the way
in which Malayalam film-talks has ended up becoming so very apolitical and ‘'monetised’
- you talk of the cost of the film, you talk of the returns of the film, and then you say that
the 'first half is good (or the 'second’; you are so very free to choose — sometimes | have felt
that the best part of watching a popular film in the theatre is the ‘interval’) and then g0 on
to go 'ga-ga’ over the often computer-graphics-generated (of course supplemented by the
exotic-locale-backdrop) visual feast and surely about the expectedly unexpected climax.
But what about the film in toto? Why is it that popular cinema in its "human' and 'non-
human’ storytelling attempts still harps on the Trump-card’ of the Hunt-Predator image?
Well, who cares! Mere entertainment is all that matters it seems. Again, a myth produced
and consolidated.

Perhaps one should refresh one's memory with regard to the originary Murugan-Puli
Myth where a ferocious and wild animal is befriended by the child-god. In terms of our
Puli-Murugan, the only appropriation that the film makes from the Indian Mythos of this
Shiva pantheon seems to be the 'little-trident’ - the Vel; Haro Haral However, if we choose
to tread a different path [perhaps in the current parlance, the Road-not-expected-to-be-
taken| we reach the Aesopian world of 'Androcles and the Lion': a slave on the run, a thorn
in a lion's paw, the kindness of the slave, the slave's capture, the pit-punishment, the
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lion's refusal to kill his 'friend’ and the release of
the slave. An archetypal subversion of the so called
'need’ to promote the animosity - the hunt image
extrapolated both ways - between man and beast.
For a moment let us just imagine Androcles in
conversation with Murugan. Imagine!

With all due respect to 'forest dwellers' and also to
people on the fringes of what we call as the 'forest
areas’, who actually face tiger/leopard/cheetah
threats, there is something cleverly crass iIn
keeping on pitting man against beast, in the hunt-
predator image. Perhaps one can, for a moment,
look at another story - the wolfish story of Little
Red Riding Hood.” A thumb-nail summation: A
young girl loitering in the woods [she is taking
supplies from her mother to her granny who lives
near/in the forest], a talk with a wolf, the wolf's
cunning scheme, wolf impersonating the granny
whom it has gobbled, the scheme falling apart,
Riding Hood's scream, the Hunter-Woodcutter to
the rescue, the splitting of the wolf and the saving
of the granny and her granddaughter. At first
glance the Hunter-Woodcutter appears as the Hero
of the story. And we close the story happily ever
after. But is it simply so simple?

Let us look again. When does a carnivore prefer
human meat? Either when itis old orinjured orina
position where it cannot outrun and overthrow its
prey or when its habitat is eroded, a scenario where
it is impossible for it to find food/prey given that
the food chain is damaged. This is most valid in the
case of 'man-eating cheetahs and tigers' that
stealthily come into human habitats and wreck
havoc - & point that will be taken up very soon. For
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sure! The wolf that stalks Riding Hood also can be seen in this wake. Its habitat is
wrecked. The forest and the possible prey have dwindled; hence the wolf's ploy. Let us
remember that

between St Jerome, the Patron
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the huntsman is also a woodcutter. Yes, woodcutter. And when the forest disappears and
when its target-prey vanishes, the wolf has to 'plan for a rainy day.’ If so, who is
responsible for the coerced moves of the wolf? Who is the 'villain' of the story? By way of
analogy, for a while let us think of why the crew of Puli-Murugan had to go all the way to
shoot in the forests of Cambodia? What happened to the forests in Kerala?! And yet, it is
the wolf-cheetah-tiger-beast-carnivore that is marked in advance as the villain, Well,

In classical Greece, the endings of comedies had a stock ritual: the comedian would ask
the audience whether they enjoyed the show and then proclaim as follows: “*Change the
names of the characters and the story is about you." In a similar vein, let us change Wolf
into Cheetah and talk about Man-eating Cheetahs; keeping in mind the (Post) Colonial-
Indian context, we might as well say that we are entering the enchanting world of the
renowned Jim Corbett - the colonial hunter par excellence. He still has a Reserve-area
Park commemorating his name in India - the legacy of the hunt has to be preserved, as an
inspiration to all neo-hunters who wolfishly grin at prospective subaltern prey. In a
curious sense, the character of Murugan in Puli-Murugan is the latter-day avatar of
Corbett: he hunts and he sets right the problems of poor folk, even as he takes on anti-
social human predators - rather, villain-pulikal!

Deep down, governance is more often than not conceived in terms of the hunt image, and
the ethos of the gun-wielding White Sahib still resonates. To take a cue from Franz Fanon,
in postcolonial societies, one still encounters 'incarnations’ of the hunter, brown-skinned
yet white masked, out to tame the Wild; and in human terms it is the subaltern, the
downtrodden who get designated as the prey. It is in this context that the myth of Jim
Corbeit attains, in many ways, an ominous colour. Mahasweta Devi undoes this very
penchant to deify oppression in the garb of the hunter-as-saviour. And she does this, yet
again, with a dose of laughter, in a story for children.
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Mahasweta's childrens’ fiction collection Our Non
Veg Cow and Other Stories has an interesting 'topsy
turvy' anecdotal piece Phalgu and the Cheetah-
Man.' In this tongue-in-cheek rendition, Jim
Corbett's famed story 'Adventures with the Man-
eating Cheetah of Rudraprayag is literally
overturned. In this fictional world one encounters
the cheetah of Rudraprayag requesting
Mahasweta's brother Phalgu to narrate the actual
truth behind Jim Corbett's hervic killing of the
beast; and the ‘thoroughly misunderstood’ cheetah
wants his version of the story to be captured in &
new boak - The Cheetah of Rudraprayag following
Jim Corbett around.’

The cheetah's version runs thus: Having tasted
human flesh it attains the various 'gualities’ of
humans and emerges as the ‘cheetah-man.’
However he is aghast when all his deeds that make
places (Rudraprayag) and people (the ones it has
eaten and whose photos have appeared for the first
timne in newspapers) famous are deemed as bestial
and it is rewarded with infamy. He decides to take
his life and it is then that he hears of a certain Jim
Carbett, a non-entity desperatrely seeking fame.
The cheetah goes on to reveal that it took pity on the
poor soul and allowed itelf to be shot so that the
fatigued guy could finally get famous! And the
cheetah is totally cross with the subsequent ‘mis-
reporting of the events by Corbett.

Also, in Mahasweta's story, Phalgu recalls the
cheetah mention his scramble with the ferocious
cheetah of Bhainswara who appears in Corbett's
narrative too. Apparently it was a war of words
where the cheetah of Bhainswara was actually
imploring his "‘unique’ kin from Rudraprayag to not
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succumb to suicidal tendencies, because it was the anly cheetah-man on the planet! And
yet, the beast succumbs owing to compassion for Corbett! May be, in the happy hunting
grounds of Fiction, is it not possible that the cheetah of Rudraprayag, perhaps along with
the cheetah of Bhainswara is consoling the Puli in Puli-Murugan? And how would that
talk be? Well, beasts assessing the bestiality of humans. What Mahasweta does here is to
wittily turn the focus back on the way in which even in 'mere’ stories, anthropocentric
narratives are replete with the vicious image of the huni and of ruthless patriarchal
domination.

Jump Cut

What should good cinemas aspire to achieve? Maybe, in a sense, an attempt to erase the
hunt hangover; perhaps try to suggest an alternative for self-inflicted animosity and
perhaps even an egalitarian, humane nod to circumvent the pangs of self-destruction
and suicidal egotism. In short, to posit a politically informed and aesthetically ethical
image-framework that can counter the enticing clarion calls of cinema az mere
consumption and entertainment. Iranian writer-director Abbas Kiarostami's 1997
Palme D'Or winner at Cannes, Taste of Cherry has one of the characters speak thus:

One morning, before dawn, | put a rope in my car. My mind was made up, | wanted to kill
myself. | set off for Mianeh... 1 reached the mulberry tree plantations. | stopped there. It
was still dark. I threw the rope over a tree but it didn't catch hold. I tried once, twice, but
to no avail. So then | climbed the tree and tied the rope on tight... Then I felt something
soft under my hand. Mulberries. Deliciously sweet mulberries.

l ate one. [t was succulent, then a second and third. Suddenly, | noticed that the sun was
rising over the mountaintop. What sun, what scenery, what greenery! All of a sudden, |
heard children heading off to school. They stopped to look at me. They asked me to shake
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the tree. The mulberries fell and they ate. 1 felt
happy. Then 1 gathered some mulberries to take
them home, My wife was still sleeping. When she
woke up, she ate mulberries as well. And she
enjoyed them too. | had left to kill myself, and | came
back with mulberries.

It is this subliminal tryst with a secular salvation
and a personal recovery of hope that many of the
films in the mainstream, including Puli-Murugan,
seem to miss. And this aspect is exactly what the
focal point of Mahasweta Devi's writings for
children eventually becomes: in terms of the film
mentioned above, it is as though suddenly, the title
Taste of Cherry bursts with new meaning, In filmic
terms, the following script sequence might sum up
the glaring polarity between Cheetah-Man and Puli-
Murugan

Hunt /fade outf... Hug [fade in/ ... Hope
faustain/... Love /full-screen, final-freeze/ ..

Cheri
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REBELLION

*The very process of “thought” brings up questions
*Seldom,unanswered guestions evolve doubts.
*When these doubts are common, people tend to
ponder about. *Eventually these conversations go
louder and deeper and often these people transform
into those rebellious lot.*Now it's the time for those
bulls to go on a parade and u to be behind the bars.
This by a lot sum’'s up rebellion in a democracy.

Principle

It's clear quite clear that these progressions which
went on  in a peicemal fasion had something
common in almost all the steps. That which enables
vou to readnow and me to write then and those
peaple to think and converse yonder.

The capability of a language to gain words and
broaden thoughts is that which arises as the prime
cause of THE "QUESTIONING TENDENCY™.George
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THE FAREWELL NOTE

Srecharl. S
BA English
orwell in his prudent-eternal work,"1984" discusses the discovery of =

language NEWSPEAK by a totalitarian regime,oceaniain*1984"

NEWSPEAK

All the possible expressions were made subtle through restricted and heavily
manipulated vocabulary and the new language enabled the totalitarianists to direct the
stream of thought as *THEY INTENDED".

“People seldom would know that they can't rest free until they get to the fact that the bugs
that hurt them are cultured in their own *cusions” would only mean that *“Someone can't
sleep well because of the bugs on their bed.

This is what our material based corrupted governing bodies want, the people to have ears
and still be deaf, to have tongue and still be dumb, to have eyes but not vision.

Orwell in 1949, wondered how the world would be in 1984 if it fell into those totalitarian
creeds that governed the mid 20thcentury and thus 1984 was born. Now that Periyar, the
longest river in Kerala is polluted beyond all the limits and it wouldn't be flattery for us to
wonder and possible face that fact of extinction that we all would face by 2030.

Our mother river periyar is being contaminated beyond all periphorals and let's read
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through & journal that would be written in THE
TIMES (Regime's official newspaper) 2030
exemplifying the surge in number children beings
thrown in to the river for advanced phosphoral
mining, the number of men getting killed and
extinction of several common fishes and the
number of people who flee leaving their life's
earning behind.

Gooder is worse than good and badder is no good
than worse either.

FEB 19TH 2030

THE TIMES

Love date greetings to all of u proles.
Talks on making the “periyar” river a radioactive
site is going on even on this love date. Water there
is ungood. The amount of supergoodly charged
radioactive metals are going up doubleplus
normal. Doubleplus normal Oldthinkers were
hanged to died condition and doubleplus normal
were vapourised into atmospheric gases for
*Thinkcrime” by *“Thinkpol” and doubleplus
normal are being send to “Joy camp” for
thinkcrime.

Proles die doubleplus alldays but minipaxbrings
foodpackets and save them from “undark”.
Ministry has adviced proles to drink just once a
day and urinade once in three days for proper
hydaration so that would make one good to life for
2-3months than normal. Self dialysis aren't
useful as before because of the constantly
mutating lifecells and the prescence of lead and
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it's derivatives in th bodycells.

The common algalblooms are disappearing in speedfull fashion. Number of fish is coming
downer by the hour as much as 10000 per hour.The arial-amusement park for the good
citizens is getting very popular as the river show-caszse a VIRJIYOR formation below the
age-old aluva bridge owing to the presence of several chemicals and proves to be a
doubleplus good scene for the good-citizens. The government is happy to spray all kinds
of coloured phosphorous through choppers for this purpose.

A new river-bed multimetal excavation mine has been setup near Edayar.Zinc and Lead
are present in ample amount out here.The mine is going to be the doubleplus big in
South-asian continent in the near future. Corpses of fresh-die proles are throwed in to the
river for addition of phosphoric sources,which is going to be mined down by 2035.

The subsidies on cancer-elminator tablets were cut-off recently and this may further
increase the phosphorous deposits according to the government.Laws on “SEXCRIME"
are made liberal as new-born progenies with deformities can also be throwed in to the
river.Subsidies on H20packets were also cut earlier this year.

The government is waiting for proles to die-off before they close down the river exclusively
for party usage The liquid from the river is also going to be the strongest of the nuclear
weapons of the new-world as of now.The government intends to evacuate allone by 2040
and close down the river exclusively for mining and party-purposes.

MESSAGE: PARTY INTENDS TO SUFPER-JOY JUNESTH AS “THE PERIYAR
DAY".SELECTED FROLES WILL BE ALLOWED ON ARIAL-AMUSEMENTPARK AND
ABOUT 5LAKH BOTTLES OF FRESH WATER ARE TO BE GIVE AWAY FREE ON THE
DAY .FAREWELL SONGS FOR THE RIVER CAN ALSO BE SINGED ON A FREE-ENTERY
CMPETITION.

WAR IS PEACE
FREEDOM IS A LIABILITY
IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH
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"Having eyes, but not seeing beauty; having ears,

but not hearng music; having minds, but not 1
perceiving fruth;, having hearts that are never
moved and therefore never sef on fire. Thase are

the things to fear, said the headmaster.”
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“I don't paint dreams or nightmares,
| paint my own reality.” @1
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WHAT | HAD DARED
NOT TO SAY...

| had dug a grave, chosen an apt epitaph, and even
set apart time to pay solemn homage when it finally
dawned upon me what | was mourning had been a
suicide, that of my veice, What | had dared not to
say would become what they all dared not to see
and hear.

The most patient among all the things in the world,
the paper. Scribbled upon, torn apart, set fire to,
paper never judged the one who wielded the pen.
Hence, here | choose to say what [ had dared not to.

| had dared not to say that the gate closing
specifically on the faces of certain was an injustice.
The shades within did much more than just block
the encroaching sunlight; it nurtured thoughts
that the lecture stands thought too wild or silly; it
made us philosophers , revolutionaries and lovers .
Sa, when they instructed us that the shades were to
be left alone, we were in fact leaming to be meek
and subdued

| had dared not to say that the "legendary tree"was
the breeding ground for illicit behavior; it was the
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Malavika V
BA English

license of ownership to the sentiments of the grounds [might | say, one that was
exclusively owned).

| had dared not to say that it was disappointment that pervaded when the seats were left
vacant for all those independent ventures. Learning that sowing enthusiasm in the
minds of the indifferent was an impossible task became the biggest lesson.

| had dared not to say that when friends turned foes and sold third rate lies, it was the
truth setting itself to fire. Here, bonds were forsaken for victory and the audience
applauded.

I had dared not to say that judgment was served up front and hot in the eyes of those who
had drawn in the viewer's seat - comfortable and cozy in their couches, fingers resting on
the exclamation marks, pressing furiously on the like buttons.

I had dared not to say that when he sat across from her there was nothing perceivably
wrong in it for them to be separated by labels, benches and rooms,

| had dared not to say that they decided your politics and you had no say in it. How could
my politics be theirs to propound! But, stranger things have happened on this shore.

Each second spend beyond the “rule”, each lie ignored in favor of the truth and each
action guided by your principles was the saving grace. | opened the casket and smashed
the headstone, and left it a privilege to be performed when [ truly die.

The words end here like on every other page ever written. The author dies here, and it's for
you to take birth .
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Doing your mehendi
. by yourself can be difficult.
But opening a
Federal Bankaccount
by yourself is not. . \ |
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