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3.2 Innovation Ecosystem 

3.2.1 Institution has created an eco-system for innovations, creation and 

transfer of knowledge supported by dedicated centers for research, 

entrepreneurship, Incubation etc. 

 

 

The college has created an ecosystem for innovations, creation and transfer of knowledge. Our 

campus has introduced students to many eco-friendly ventures. 

Dedicated centres for research 

The college has ten Research Centres (Botany, Chemistry, Economics, English, History, 

Mathematics, Malayalam, Physics, Psychology and Zoology) dedicated to formal research and 

also to provide support to application and innovation. These centres conduct many events like 

seminars, Workshops and training programmes to disseminate knowledge on basic and 

advanced research methodology. 

 

Entrepreneurship and Innovation 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development Centre (IEDC) Unit of U. C College has been 

started on 5th December 2017. This supports students to attend training programmes, seminars, 

workshops and Ideafest conducted at our college and various colleges across the state and to 

promote entrepreneurship among students leading to successful entrepreneurship ventures.  
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 IEDC summit 2018 at Amal Jyothi Engineering College on 3rd November 2018.  

(8 students UG & PG participated) 
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 BT & SP students (7 nos) attended a two-day workshop at MES college Marampilly 

on December 13th and 14th 2018 organised by KSUM. 

   The students (12 nos) of BSc BT and SP attended "Evoke 19" held at TKM Engineering 

College. 

 

It was a 3-day event on 1st,2nd and 3rd February 2019. They have arranged various events 

like project presentation, Ideathon, etc. and our students got an opportunity to exhibit their 

work.  
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 UG and PG students (12 nos) of Bioscience Department attended a Biotech Bootcamp at the 

Biotechnology Incubator at KRIBS BIONEST, KSUM on 15th and 16th July 2019. 
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 Biotech  PG students (4 nos) attended Women Entrepreneur Summit at Kerala Startup Mission 

integrated startup hub, Kalamassery on 1st August 2019. 

 

 

 

 UG students from BioScience and Electronics and Computer Maintenance Departments 

attended the IEDC Summit 2019 at Sahrudaya College of Engineering, Thrissur on 19th 

October 2019.  
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Indian Knowledge System (IKS) 

Indian Knowledge Systems Have Been Given Increased Emphasis in Almost All Programs with Regard to 

Revised Syllabus. 

Department of Botany 

 

Nakshathravanam plants display in UCC-A centre for birth star plants  

Inaugurated on April 12, 2023 by united board members Dr. Angela Wai Chung, Mr. Kevin Henderson and 

Mr. Lentson Amos for knowledge dissemination to public on Indian knowledge system. 

27 North Star plants with QR enabled boards with correct nomenclature stating – distribution, synonyms 

and updated nomenclature as per APG 5 in powo.com 
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Centre for the Study of Religion and Society (CSRS) 

 

 Documentary Shooting: Smt. Sreeja. 

         13th January 2019, Aarangottukara, Thrissur 

Another major activity under the project was the making of a documentary based 

on the interviews done. The first part of the shooting covering the activities of Smt. 

Sreeja, an income tax officer cum theater activist and organic farmer was done at 

her native place. The team could capture the gaiety and spirit of harvest coupled 

with the richness of art and folklore experienced by locals including children. Team 

also visited her initiative named Krishi Padasala exclusively for native children to 

understand the sustainable methods of organic farming, preservation of paddy seeds 

and inculcating in them creativity and promoting their artistic endeavors. A 

performance of the play “Idanilangal” led by Smt. Sreeja in Thrissur was 

documented by the team so as to showcase her engagement with theatre. 
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 Documentary Shooting: Sri Biju Bhaskar. 

        20th January 2019, Thiruvannamalai, TamilNadu 

   

The team conducted the second part of the three- d a y  shoot at Thiruvannamalai 

with Sri Biju Bhaskar, architect and natural builder specializing in the construction 

of 9 mud houses with a view of rejuvenating the traditional elements of Indian 

architecture and design. 

 

 Interview 15: Sri V. K. Sreeraman. 

28th April 2019, Trissur 

The fifteenth interviewee in the series was V.K. Sreeraman, renowned actor, writer 

and social critic who has been instrumental in mainstreaming many alternative lives 

through his writings and interventions in the visual media. 
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 Interview 16: Dr. N. Vijayakumar. 

17th June 2019, Aluva 

The sixteenth interviewee was with Dr. N. Vijayakumar, a medical practitioner and 

social worker who played a critical role in setting up a Blood Bank in Aluva which 

remains a model for other such centres. His work has been instrumental in saving 

many lives and has had positive influence on the lives of dialysis patients from 

underprivileged sections.
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 Sixth T.O Abdulla Endowment lecture.  

30th August, 2020, Union Christian College 

 

Sixth T.O Abdulla Endowment lecture was delivered by Sri. Binoy Viswam, Member 

of Rajya Sabha on 30th August 2020. 
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 Book – Documentary Release 

 25th February 2020, Union Christian College. 

 

Sri. Binoy Viswam, Member of Rajya Sabha released Compilation of sixteen 

interviews in the form of an edited book named Ottavakkinte Muzhakkangal: 

Badaljeevitha Matrukakal and Documentary named Mannu based on the lives of Sri 

K.V. Sreeja & Sri Biju Bhaskar. 
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 Summary of the Project 

The Centre in collaboration with United Board for Christian Higher Education in 

Asia (UBCHEA) carried out a project titled Understanding Alternative Lives: 

Equipping Students for a Peaceful Existence in 2016-2020 which involved a series 

of interviews, publication of a book and making of a documentary on personalities 

who have charted a unique path of their own, oblivious to the concerns of 

mainstream society. The project, lasting four years, attempts to serve as a platform 

for the students at large by drawing insights from sixteen unique personalities and 

their contribution to workspace, in shifting their perception about life’s purpose as 

seekers of Truth and Peace in a new way. The chosen personalities with whom 

students interacted have carved a niche for themselves in their respective fields 

upholding integrity, honesty and commitment. This initiative is the first of its kind 

in codifying alternative lives in Kerala, though individual case studies are aplenty. 

➢ Personalities interviewed 

Dayabai (tribal activist), Fr Bobby Jose Kattikkadu (Spiritual guru), Smt. 

A.K. Rajamma, (Gandhian), Sri. Shaju Thomas(Social worker), Sri C.K. Saseendran 

MLA (Politician), Sri Santhosh George Kulangara (Traveller), Smt K.V. Sreeja 

(Theatre artist & Organic farmer), Dr. Haripriya Namboothiri (Kathakali artist), 

Sri Thomas Neernakudi (NRI turned Planter), Sri James Joseph (Entrepreneur 

Jackfruit 365), Sri Devesh  Mahadev (Differently abled Banker), Sri G Sankar 

(People’s Architect who founded Habitat), Prof R.V.G. Menon (Scientist, 

Educationalist & Public intellectual), Sri Biju Bhaskar (Green Architect), Sri V.K. 

Sreeraman (Critic, Writer & Artist) & Dr N Vijayakumar (Pediatrician & 

Hematologist). 
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                            Activities Under the Project: 

➢ Two workshops – 1) For Theme conceptualization (Alternative lives) & 

Basic interview skills, 2) Basics of Documentary making 

➢ Mock interviews before each interview and presentation on each chosen 

person 

➢ Sixteen Interviews 

➢ Little magazines after each interview to share their experience through 

creative skills 

➢ Visits to places such as Anjappam Kozhencherry, Vinobha Nikethan, 

Arunachalam Hills, Auro Ville Pondicherry, Akasapparavakal Bangalore, 

Arangottukara 

➢ Compilation of sixteen interviews in the form of an edited book named  

      Ottavakkinte Muzhakkangal: Badaljeevitha Matrukakal 

➢ Making of a documentary named Mannu based on the lives of Sri K.V. Sreeja 

& Sri Biju Bhaskar 

 

 Goals Accomplished 

The students embark on a journey of self-realization through the field 

experience they acquire by acquainting themselves to these personalities. 

The interactions have definitely broadened their horizons and opened up 

numerous possibilities for them in creating communal partnerships and 

peace building in the society. 
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Copy of Syllabus 
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A special lecture was held on Dravida Kavyamimamsa for PG students to introduce students to 

Sangam Poetics. 
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Nityadarsanam 

Nitya Chaitanya Yati (1924-1999) was a philosopher, psychologist, author and poet. His writings 

have made him one of the world’s leading exponents of Advaita Vedanta, including how it dovetails 

with modern scientific discoveries. Guru behaves and reacts as a person at the transactional level, and 

there he lays his emphasis on being fully committed to his unlimited liability for the welfare of all. In 

that context, service is his watchword. He is a friend of the lone, the lost, and the rejected. In his love, 

even the most heinous sinner can easily find a haven of care and protection. He lives and symbolizes 

truth by being silent and when he articulates, the truth of every word that he utters bursts in to a world 

of magnificent meaning that always inspires and elevates the heart of his listener. He sets before others 

an example by living his beautiful thoughts in a beautiful way. 

He joined in Union Christian College, Aluva in 1947 to continue his academic studies. After 

specialising in Philosophy and Psychology in UCC he taught these subjects in two Indian Universities. 

He again sat at the feet of highly reputed sanyasis to learn Vedanta, Samkhya, Yoga, Mimamsa, Indian 

poetics and Literature with a special flair for the meaning of the Bhagavad Gita and the Bible. He was 

the founder - chairperson of the East-West University of Brahmavidya, and also worked as the 

Commissioner for World Education and as a sponsor of the World Government of World Citizens. His 

life in Union Christian College has helped him to understand Bible and Bhagavath Gita in its full 

meaning and put forth the idea of world citizenship. A world citizen recognizes the entire world as 

one’s state and in principle does not recognize any member of one’s own species as an alien to the 

world community to which oneself belongs. Such a person recognizes the earth as one’s sustaining 

mother, the innate inviolable laws of nature as one’s protecting father, and all sentient beings as sharing 

one’s home.”  

  Guru Nitya published over 120 books in Malayalam and 80 books in English, as well as countless 

articles on Philosophy, psychology, social ethics and aesthetics. He attained his Maha Samadhi on May 

14,1999, and his legacy of love and wisdom continues in his writing and in his disciples.  He was 

destined to embrace, embody and illumine a vast world of human aspiration and attainment. In his role 

as teacher, Nitya inspired students throughout the world. As a friend, he consoled and guided. For the 

new generation, these are unknown.... 

 In view of this we started a program in our college called “NITYADARSANAM”.  

The main objectives are  

1. Celebrating Guru Nitya Chaitanya Yati Jayanthi on November 2nd   

2. Lecture series on guru’s principles may be conducted in the college. 

3. Quiz programs 

4. Essay competitions  

5. Exhibition on all books of Guru Nitya 

6. Visits to Fernhill Gurukula, Ootty and to his birthplace at Konni, Pathanamthitta  

               Dist. 

7. Lectures in association with Guru’s Samadhi day, May 14th.  
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                                    Activities 2019 

The NITYADARSANAM program of Union Christian College was started in January 2019 and 

inaugurated by Vinaya Chaitanya, a disciple of natarajaguru and an old student of the Department 

of English, Union Christian College is a unique platform for students to interact with eminent 

personalities from various fields. 

In this event, writer Shri. Shoukath and Vinaya Chaitanya were the speakers, while Dr. Thara K. 

Simon, Principal, Union Christian College, welcomed the audience, and Dr. Seena. M. Mathai 

delivered the vote of thanks. 

The program was a resounding success, with the speakers sharing their insights and experiences. 

Students were enthralled by the speaker’s wisdom and eloquence, and left the event feeling inspired 

and motivated. 

The NITYADARSANAM program is a true asset to the Union Christian College community, 

and it is commendable that the college is committed to providing students with opportunities to learn 

from the best and brightest minds. 
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2020 Edition 

Dr. Seena .M. Mathai welcomed the audience, followed by a presidential address by Dr. David Saj 

Mathew. Writer and Yati's disciple Shoukath interacted with the audience and talked about “Yati's 

teachings and their applications in life”. The program concluded with felicitations by Rev. Dr. 

Thomas John, Krishna Das Warrier, and a vote of thanks by Dr. Rekha Nair Asst. Prof, Dept. of 

English. 

The program was a true confluence of minds, with speakers from different walks of life coming 

together to share their wisdom and knowledge. Dr. Seena .M. Mathai, Asst. Prof., Dept. of 

Psychology welcomed the audience with a warm and inspiring speech.  

Writer and Yati's disciple Shoukath interacted with the audience and talked about Yati's teachings 

and their applications in life. Shoukath's talk was both insightful and inspiring, and he left the 

audience with a lot to think about. 
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    Nityadarsanam 2022: A mind-blowing session of wisdom and insights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE, ALUVA 
Affiliated to Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, India 

NAAC Re-Accredited with A Grade in 4th Cycle (CGPA 3.45) 

www.uccollege.edu.in

 
 

Criterion 3 3.2.1 

SSR  

5th CYCLE 

2023 

 

The program was kicked off with a welcome speech by Dr. Seena .M. Mathai, Asst. Prof in 

Psychology. The next session of Nityadarsanam 2022 featured three distinguished speakers from 

different walks of life: 

  Sunil P Ilayidam, a renowned writer, orator and a Professor from Sree Sankaracharya Sanskrit 

University, explored the mysteries of knowledge. 

 Rosy Thampy, a Rtd. professor in Malayalam and an author, took us on a journey of self-

discovery. 
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 Shoukath, a writer, guru Nitya's disciple, and orator, reviewed the guru's book "Apoorva 

Vaidyanmaar." 

Each speaker shared their unique perspectives and insights, leaving the audience with a lot to 

think about. 

Sunil P. Ilayidam inspired us to think about the nature of knowledge and how we acquire it. He 

argued that knowledge is not simply a collection of facts, but rather a process of understanding 

and making meaning. Rosy Thampy reminded us of the importance of self-awareness.  

Shoukath reviewed the guru's book "Apoorva Vaidyanmaar," which is a collection of stories 

about extraordinary healers. He spoke about how getting to know ourselves better can help us 

live more fulfilling and meaningful lives. Shoukath's talk was both informative and inspiring, 

and it left the audience with a sense of hope and possibility. 

Overall, Nityadarsanam 2022 was a mind-blowing experience. The speakers were engaging and 

thought-provoking, and they left the audience with a lot to ponder. 

The program ended with a vote of thanks by Dr. Rekha Nair, Asst. professor of English at Union 

Christian College. 
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Kandal Club 

  This Club is Dedicated to the conservation of mangroves. 

 

 

 

 
Logo of Kallen Pokkudan Mangrove Tee Trust 

 

 



 

 

UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE, ALUVA 
Affiliated to Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, India 

NAAC Re-Accredited with A Grade in 4th Cycle (CGPA 3.45) 

www.uccollege.edu.in

 
 

Criterion 3 3.2.1 

SSR  

5th CYCLE 

2023 

Dry Leaf Compost 

Deciduous trees such as mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni) in our college campus shed their leaves 

during hot summer. These dried leaves are traditionally gathered and burnt to ashes. Instead, a 

collection of these dried leaves can be transformed into organic fertilizer. Moreover, these dried leaves 

are high in carbon and have a small amount of the nutrients that plants require to thrive. Dry leaf 

compost is created from plant materials such as grass, dry leaves, or vegetable leftovers that can be 

decomposed. Thereby, these dry leaf compost can help in enriching the soil, holding moisture, 

suppressing plant diseases, and filtering harmful pests. Composting reduces the need for chemical 

fertilizers.  

Processing 
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Management of Tea Waste from Canteen 

 

Tea waste from canteen was successfully managed by converting it into a soil additive for artificial 

propagation of 3 plant species and Rooting of stem cutting technology using phytohormones for 

propagating 6 ornamental plants in the campus. 
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Outcome 

 Burning of dry leaves tremendously decreased thereby reducing the carbon footprint. 
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Incubation and Start-Up 
Water hyacinth is one of the most invasive water weeds all around the world. Since these weeds have no 

local competition it’s hard to control their growth. So, to be a part of the mission of helping to remove 

these weeds, we have developed some value-added products. (8 month’s project and with the fund of 1.8 

lakhs from Kerala Start-up Mission granted to Sreeya Kudilil M.Sc Biotechnology student of Bioscience 

department).The plants have been collected from nearby ponds and fields. The fibre of water hyacinth has 

great absorption capacity so we have developed organic fertiliser sticks from that and this makes home 

gardening easier. We also have made handicrafts out of the water hyacinth stalks. They can be made into 

beautiful baskets, pencil stands, file holders etc. 

 

Research incubation program team of MG University team visiting our project site 
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Handicraft Items Made from Waterhyacinth Launched by Our Principal 
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Fertilizer Sticks Made from Water Hyacinth 
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Research Incubation Programme 

Sanction order 
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